Counselors’ Column

Mrs. Eileen West, 8th Grade							Mrs. Tonya Huml, 7th Grade	

Dates to Mark on Your Calendar:

January 27:  High school counselors here to visit with 8th graders during a class
February 2:  Parent Orientation Meeting at the high school for parents of next year’s 9th graders 
February 8:  8th graders high school scheduling packet due    
February 10:  HS counselors here to schedule online for next school year with the 8th graders 
April 24:  7th and 8th grade reading Ohio Achievement Test
April 26:  7th and 8th grade math Ohio Achievement Test
April 27:  8th grade science Ohio Achievement Test
   

The last day of the second grading period will be Thursday, January 19.  This also marks the end of the first semester.  Students taking a semester class such as general music or art will make the class change the following week.  Report cards will NOT be mailed home for the second grading period.  You may access your child’s report card on Progress Book.  Click on the student tab and you will then see the report card option.  Report cards will be available through Progress Book on approximately January 27. 
High school scheduling begins soon for 8th graders.  The high school counselors will visit twice with 8th graders at the middle school.  The first date is scheduled for Friday, January 27.  Look for 8th graders to bring home a scheduling forms packet, an information packet and a course description book.  The high school counselors will return on Friday, February 10 to complete the scheduling process with the 8th graders.   All parents of next year’s 9th graders should plan to attend the parent and student orientation meeting at the high school on Thursday, February 2.   It is critical that scheduling forms for high school be completed and returned to the middle school by February 8.  Students who do not have their forms completed will not be allowed to schedule therefore will most likely not get their choice of elective classes.
The 7th grade students will participate in their career development activities beginning in February.  Mrs. Michele West, the career specialist from the Cuyahoga Valley Career Center, will facilitate the unit.  Activities include a day of activities at the career center in Brecksville, a pre-trip activity and a post-trip activity with Mrs. West.         
During the third week of April the Ohio Achievement Tests will be given statewide to all students in public schools.  These dates are set by the state and the district, which are listed above.  It is extremely important that your child be here at school on those days and be on time.  Testing will begin promptly and students who arrive late to school are not permitted to enter the test site once directions have begun.  Students have 2 ½ hours each day to complete the test.  If you have an appointment scheduled for your child on one of the test dates listed above we ask that you reschedule the appointment for another day or make it after 11:30am.  Any student missing a test due to illness will make up the test after all regular testing is complete.  Previous state achievement tests and practice tests are available on-line at the Ohio state department of education website if you are looking for material to help prepare your child for the test.   
 As always, please contact one of us if you have questions, concerns or need assistance.
  


