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With our successful start to the school year, we have experienced achievements in     
multiple areas.  Nordonia High School has continued to be recognized as a top performer 

in the State of Ohio with a state designation of Excellent.  Our athletic programs have 
continued to achieve on the athletic field, our band and choir programs have been   
awarded Excellent ratings at State level completions and our drama program has        
continued to entertain us with the fantastic fall play, ñClue.ò These great accomplishments 
are credited to the support and partnership we have with our hardworking staff and     

students and our dedicated parents.  Thank you for supporting our continued success.  
 

As you read this newsletter you will read about:  
 

Teen Institute and their community service projects.  We invite you to the 
annual Teen Institute ñKnight of Stars Talent Extravaganza,ò on 
March 16 th .   

 
Senior Internship Program  -  This is an exciting opportunity for members 

of the Class of 2012 to spend the final weeks of their senior year        
investigating a real - life career experience.  

 

The Nordonia Lancer Band ï Please plan on attending the ñKnight at the 
Races.ò  This event will be held on March 31 st  at Catered Elegance in 
Bedford.  This is a fundraiser that will help support the students in our 

band program.  They cannot do it without you!  
 

The Class of 2013 will be hosting the óWinter Formalò on February 11 th  from 
7:30 to 10:00.  

 

Student Council is busy preparing for a blood drive  on Friday, January 13 th  at 
the middle school from 2:00 ï 7:00.  This event is geared to community, 

staff and high school students.     
 
As a school of Excellence, we recognize that in addition to the acquisition of knowledge, it 
is also important for students to recognize the significance of sharing with others.  The 
season of giving is upon us and there are numerous opportunities for involvement in acts 
of charity.  Please encourage your child to participate in the many charitable activities 
both inside of our school and beyond our school doors.  

 
May your blessings be many during this holiday season.  

 
Sincerely,  
 

Casey Wright 
Principal  

 

Guidance Office      Scheduling for 2012 - 2013  

Jan 12  CVCC Parent Program 7 pm  

Feb  7   High School Assemblies  

Feb  9   Post Secondary Program 7 pm  

Feb 16  Collection of schedules  



SOPHOMORE NEWS FROM GUIDANCE!  

I hope that everyone is enjoying a well -deserved break right now.  Relax and enjoy the holidays with 
your family!  When we return, we will only have about two weeks left in the grading period so much 

sure you return ready to go and finish strong.  

Students attended a presentation during the school day on Tuesday, December 13 th  to introduce   
programs available during their junior and senior years.  The selection process was also introduced.  

Please see the attached detailed information on the CVCC selection process and required activities.  
Also in December, students that participated in the PSAT and/or PLAN tests received their results.  
The PLAN results included a booklet explaining how to understand and use the results.  The PSAT   

results included a memo from Mrs. Ross explaining how to access online assistance for understanding 
and using your results.  Please sit down together and discuss/review the results of these tests.  If you 

still have questions, please contact me after break.  

Shortly after the end of the semester, students will attend a scheduling assembly.   On Tuesday,  
February 7 th  students will attend an assembly where they will receive materials they need to schedule 

classes for the 2012 -2013 school year.  Please be sure you ask your son/daughter to share this      
information with you and make decisions together.  It is the studentôs responsibility to obtain your 
signature and share this information with you before they schedule their classes online on February 

22 nd .  Completed forms are due on February 16 th  and will be collected by English teachers.  Students 
interested in applying to a four -year college their senior year should keep in mind the foreign        

language (2 -3 years of the same language) requirement.  Students should also consider if they are 
working towards a diploma with honors and what classes they need to be eligible.  Also, students that 

plan on attending CVCC next year or participating in post -secondary should still fill out a schedule for 
a FULL day of school.  Once they are accepted into either program, we will sit down and make any 
necessary adjustments to schedules.  Finally, be sure to discuss the levels of academic classes.  

When applying to a four -year college, colleges will look to see if you have taken honors or college 
prep however, you must be willing to put in the time and effort to do well in higher level classes.  Be 

sure you have the ability, as well as the necessary effort, to do well .   

 

Enjoy the holidays with your family and friends!  When you come back, make sure you finish this quarter strong and 
make sure you are getting involved and making the most of your high school experience!  If you have any questions, 

feel free to contact me at (330)908-6003. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Staci Ross 

Counselor, Class of 2014 

The sophomore class of 2014 just completed their sweatshirt and t -shirt sales. The     

students are looking great in their black and purple. Candy sales and Holiday Candy Cane 

sales will be taking place December. The first spirit week meeting was held on December 

13th in Mrs. Coleman's room  

Class of 2014       Sophomore Advisor - Aaron Coleman  

Guidance Office      Sophomore Counselor - Staci Ross  



Sophomores Career Selection/Application Process  

The selection process for Career Classes at Cuyahoga Valley Career Center (CVCC) began with an 
orientation program at Nordonia High School on Tuesday, December 13 th .  Mr. Taylor from CVCC 

spoke to all sophomores throughout the day providing them with an inside look at all of the       

programs offered at CVCC during the junior and senior year of high school.  

Our students attend the Career Center with students from seven other high schools therefore, the 

number of seats available in each class are limited for Nordonia students.  We are only guaranteed 
4 seats in most programs.  Due to this constraint, a selection process is in place.  Students will   

receive points for required activities for career placement.  The point system is as follows:  

      Activity               Points  

 Pick up Career Application Packet -  Dec. 16 th      10  

 

 Attend Parent Program at CVCC -  Jan. 12 th                   25  

 

 Return parent response form, application &                   20  

    field trip permission form -  on or before Jan. 20 th   

 

 Two (2) Teacher Recommendation Forms             50  

  

GPA   4.0 ð3.0       10  

     2.9 ð2.0           6 

    1.9 ð1.0           3 

    

 ATTENDANCE 0ð5               20  
    6ð10                                                  10     

              11ðABOVE                                            0  

FIELD TRIP TO CVCC ï January 25 th  or 26 th               15   

                         150 total  

The student with the most points will be placed in the class of their choice first.  

You are invited, with your son/daughter, to attend the 2012 Parent Program mentioned above to 

learn about the many opportunities available at CVCC.  This program is an open house format 
where you will be able to tour the building, talk with classroom teachers, and view 3 -4 programs of 

your choice.  Be sure to sign - in at one of the programs you visit so that you receive the 25 

points toward the selection process for attending . 

Students that have submitted an application by January 20 th  will attend a field trip that will allow 

them to spend an afternoon experiencing one program of their choice at CVCC.  We will be notified 

in January of the exact date (January 25 th  or 26 th ).  

Spend some time now talking with your son/daughter to see if a program at the Career Center is 

something he/she might enjoy during the last two years of high school.  Students will spend half 
the day at CVCC and half the day here at Nordonia.  This means you only have time to complete 6 
more classes toward graduation.  Make sure you pass all of your classes this year so that you have 

time to attend CVCC your last two years.  If you have any questions please contact Staci Ross, 

Sophomore Counselor at 330 -908 -6003.  

 



A few things that will be happening in 2012 for Nordonia Teen Institute (TI)  

 

The TI members were busy being Santaôs elves in 
their last meeting of 2011 by filling 45 stocking plus 
any additional items that were collected to The 
Emergency Assistance Center in Northfield.  It was 
such a wonderful thing to see the TI membership 
support such a great cause.  

 

TI will be holding their annual Winter Retreat,      
February 3 rd-  5 th  at a new location at the Hiram 
House Camp in Chagrin Falls, Ohio.   

 

The youth staff (leadership team) has been very 
busy getting ready for this event.  Last year we had 
approximately 150 students in attendance from  

Nordonia TI and other TI groups throughout the state of Ohio.  We also have around 40 
adult and college intern staff come and help us this weekend.  This is a wonderful 
weekend of learning and drug free fun!   

 

The 17 th  Annual Knight of Stars Talent Extravaganza Auditions Coming Soon!  

 

The Knight of Stars Talent Extravaganza is calling all performers!  So dust off those 
dance shoes or instruments and start practicing your favorite songs.  We are looking for 
a wide variety of acts of all ages.  

 

Auditions will be held on February 14 th  and 15 th  at 6:00pm ï 8:00pm  in the       
Nordonia High School auditorium.   The Knight of Stars Talent Show will be held on    
Friday, March 16 th , 2012 at 7:00pm.  

 

This is a closed audition for performers only .  No spectators please.   

Each act will only be allowed to audition one time and you may not be able to audition 
the complete number, so that everyone will be able to audition for the show.   We 
strongly encourage the acts not to wait until the last night to audition.   

 

The 17th Annual Knight of Stars Talent Extravaganza will be held on March 16th at 
7:00pm in the Nordonia High School auditorium.   The show promises to provide an  
outstanding evening of entertainment, you wonôt want to miss this yearôs show!   We 
have wonderful dancers, vocal soloist, and many, many other acts.  Our Nordonia Hills 
community has such outstanding talent!  

 
Tickets prices are $7.00 for general seating and $9.00 for gold reserve seating you may 
purchase tickets at the Nordonia High School the week of March 12 -  March 16th, 
10:30am -12:30pm in the cafeteria, and also on Monday evening, March 12th, and 
Tuesday evening, March 13th, 7:00pm -8:30pm in the auditorium.  

For more information, please call Regina Christy, 8:00am -2:30pm at the high school.  

 

All proceeds will benefit Nordonia Teen Institute.  

 

This is just 2 of the upcoming events that Teen Institute (TI) has planned for this year  

TEEN INSTITUTE        Advisor -Regina Christy  



SOCIAL STUDIES  

   

AP GOVERNMENT ORNAMENTS  

Students in Mrs. Mitchellôs AP 

Government classes have been making 

ornaments for the classroom wreath 

and tree (an outdoor ficus that spends 

the winter in the classroom).  The   

ornaments must have a US history, 

government or political satire          

reference and are the only extra credit 

opportunity of the year in AP         

Government.  Republican hopefuls 

have been a popular topic for the    

ornaments as well as alphabet soup ( a 

reference to the New Deal), golden 

parachutes ( for Wall Street            

executives), yellow dog and blue dog 

Democrats, dark horse possibilities for 

Republican Presidential candidates and 

a slinky to represent the movement of 

power back and forth between federal 

and state governments.  On the tree is 

a HUGE check made out to AIG from the government, a clay reproduction of Sarah Palin having shot 

Rudolph and a yellow ducky for the lame duck President or Congress members who lose in November 

elections.  The collection includes is a roll of red tape, an election map featuring the red and blue states 

and defibrillators for the economy (to get it pumping again).  This project is a student favorite and   

ornaments from years past are on display alongside the new offerings.  Turning news or historical 

events into ornaments is an unusual way to demonstrate subject area understanding, but students  

continue to ñdeck the hallsò (or the wreath and tree) in room 105 and love to see what their classmates 

have come up with for this political season.  

VALLEY VOYAGES GETS FLEXIBLE  

Due to budget constraints, the independent study elective known as ñValley Voyagesò was cut 

from the High School Social Studies offerings for 2011 -2012, however 16 Nordonia students have been 

working toward taking the class as a flex credit this year.  The class will be offered again next year in a 

similar manner.  Please consider this option by visiting the website at eajohansson.net and selecting 

the ñGoing Placesò tab. 

Flex credit is a state of Ohio initiative to create alternatives to traditional classroom education.  

In these classes, students are encouraged to explore areas of interest, work in the field and earn high 

school credit at a savings to their district.  Seat - time, homework, and tests are less important to the 

experience than problem -solving and hands -on learning with experts and professionals.  

 The design of the Valley Voyages elective fit perfectly into the flex model.  This year so far, we 

have travelled to Kent for local history and arts, to Cleveland for social history and music, and to  

Cleveland for economic history and recreation.  Students do weekly readings and written responses to 

develop critical thinking skills and leadership via the class website.  They also collect photographs,   

video, and interviews while exploring Northeast Ohio on their own  



Senior Internship Information  

     The Senior Internship provides an opportunity for members of the class of 2012 to 

spend the final weeks of their senior year investigating a real - life career experience.  

Seniors who are eligible are responsible for finding their own career placements.      

Participating seniors would have their final day of high school on Thursday, May 3.  

They would then serve an internship in a workplace and shadow a career of their  

choosing.  Internship participants must complete 40 hours in the workplace, as well as 

journal entries and a final presentation of their experience.  Please refer to the high 

school website for more complete information, including a timeline of important dates, 

and all of the policies of the program.  In addition, students may contact Ms. Day   

(Rm. 302), Mrs. Foust (Rm. 139) or Mrs. Vacca (Rm. 304).  

 

SENIOR EXPERIENCE PROJECT --  2011 -  2012 TIMELINE  

 

DECEMBER 7, 2011 ï WEDNESDAY  

* ASSEMBLY to explain Project and Options  

   

MARCH 9, 2012 ï APPLICATIONS DUE ONLINE  

* Senior Project Application completed online  

 

MARCH 30, 2012 ï FRIDAY  

* Notification of Approval of Applications  

 

APRIL 27, 2012 ï FRIDAY  

* Final check of academic eligibility to participate  

 

MAY 3, 2012 ï THURSDAY  

* LAST DAY FOR PARTICIPATING SENIORS   

(May 4, 2012 -  Prom / Senior Day)  

 

MAY 7 - 21, 2012  

* SENIOR PROJECT PARTICIPATION DATES  

 (AP Test dates -May 7 -15, 2012)  

 

MAY  22, 2012 ï TUESDAY during school hours  

*Morning Presentations will be scheduled (3 -5 minutes in length).  Schedule will be   

determined in April.  

 Due to Advisor at this time :   

Journal, Mentor Evaluation, Advisor Checklist, & Student Evaluation  

 

SENIOR EXAMS MAY 21 - MAY 23  

(LAST DAY FOR NON -PARTICIPATING SENIORS -MAY 24, 2012.)  GRADES DUE MAY 24, 

2012.  

 

May 31, 2012 -  THURSDAY  **GRADUATION  



Class of 2012       Senior Advisors ï Sarah Paris &  Cyndi Spellman  

Advisors/Officers  

Mrs. Spellman  

Josh Bodziony  

Daôjzsa McDaniel 

Lienne Sethna  

Terrell Glenn  

Mrs. Paris  

      Pictured left to right  

Our  last senior meeting took place on December 7 , 2011. Here students 

filled out information to get their cap and gowns ordered and signed off on their 

legal names for their diplomas. A graduation fee of $45 was collected by most  

students.  If your son our daughter did not pay this fee, please forward it to Mrs. 

Spellman in room 520 or to Mrs. Paris in room 117 as soon as possible. This fee 

covers the cost of cap and gown, diplomas and all fees    

associated with graduation.  

The senior class is selling yard signs during the month of 

January. The cost is 10 dollars per sign.  They are a great 

way to decorate the town with senior pride. They are also a 

great way to advertise your upcoming graduation parties. 

Please turn in your money to Mrs. Spellman or Mrs. Paris by 

the end of January.  An order form is enclosed in this  

newsletter.  

        The next senior meeting will be Wednesday March 7th.  Please look for the 

agenda from your student or on the Nordonia home page  . 





The Nordonia Lancer Band rounded out the last 2 months of 2011 with a   performance 

on Nov. 4th at Dublin -Jerome High School for the State Marching Band Competition, 

where they scored an excellent rating and   in December the students performed their 

annual Christmas Concert for family, friends and community members.   We are now 

looking ahead to concert band and wind ensemble and our upcoming OMEA Contest to 

be held the beginning of March.  

  

The Band Aides are busy right now starting to plan our first ever ñKnight at the Racesò 

for the band.   Our event will be held on March 31st at Catered Elegance in Bedford.   The cost of the tickets 

are $25 each   or you can buy a whole table for $250.   Tables seat 10.   Tickets prices include dinner, beer and 

wash.   Watch for more information and ticket order forms coming in mid -January.   If you have any questions 

about our Knight at the Races, please contact Shelly at nordoniabandaides@hotmail.com .   

The bookstore is open periods 4a through 5b 10 - 12:30 during the lunch 

periods and occasionally mornings before school.  The store offers the 

following merchandise to students:  required reading for English classes, 

poster board, pens, pencils, dry erase markers, highlighters, etc.  We  

also supply a variety of candy.  The bookstore serves as a fundraiser for 

part of the Special Education Department .  

Bookstore  

Band  

Nordonia High School's annual Prom Fair will be Monday, January 23, at 7 p.m. 

in the auditorium.  The gala event features members of the Class of 2012    

modeling formal wear from area merchants.  Prom Fair is a fundraiser that   

benefits the After Prom, a chemical - free event that will take place after        

Nordonia Prom on May 4.   General admission tickets are $6 and can be         

purchased by contacting Patti Hurst at 330 - 467 - 5400 .  

After Prom Committee  

mailto:nordoniabandaides@hotmail.com


News for Juniors  

We are fast approaching the second half of the junior year. Time does fly when you are 
having fun in high school! There is much hard work to be done also. Please be sure that 

you are encouraging your sons and daughters to pay close attention to reviewing and 
studying aggressively for those upcoming exams. Grades do count, and grades through 

your junior year are what show on transcripts sent with college applications. Encourage 
them to work hard to finish the junior year with the best grades possible.  

 
All juniors planning to attend a four year college should register for the ACT and/or SAT 

tests this spring. We will be offering an ACT test preparation class at Nordonia in March. 
The cost will be under $80 for a class that meets two nights after school. More information 

will be out soon about this class. This may be a helpful class for those who want to do well 
on the ACT test.  

 
I will be working hard reviewing transcripts as we get ready for scheduling for senior year.  

This will be the last year of scheduling for high school! Be sure that you your sons and 

daughters know graduation requirements, honors diploma requirements and special areas 
they might want to emphasize in the senior year. It is important to build a senior schedule 

that is challenging and prepares each of them for what they want to do in the future.  
 

Second semester is also time to begin a serious college search. Students have four days 
between the junior year second semester and senior year first semester to schedule     

college visits. Forms can be picked up in the guidance office and need to be turned in one 
week ahead of the scheduled visit date. This is a great way to explore what is offered at a 

particular college campus.  
 

I am looking forward to getting to know your sons and daughters much better in order to 
help them finish their high school career strong and be well prepared for what is next in 

their lives. If you should have questions, please give me a call at 330 908 6022 or send 
me an e -mail at maryellen.feeman@nordoniaschools.org . 

Class of 2013       Jr. Counselor -Maryellen Feeman  

 

 

 

Juniors are in the midst of planning The Winter Formal. It will 

be taking place on February 11th 7:30 - 10.  

 

The theme is "A Knight in Candyland ."   

Class of 2013       Junior Class Advisor David Carter  

mailto:maryellen.feeman@nordoniaschools.org


Winter Sports  2011/12 


