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PRINCIPALLY  SPEAKING  
The Ohio Department of Education has rated Lee Eaton Elementary School as an ñexcellentò 
school for the 09-10 SY.   We are very proud of our students, staff and families for the con-

tribution to learning last year and the outstanding results that we have gained from our Ohio 

Achievement testing.  Here at Nordonia, individual student learning and student achieve-
ment is our core business and ñexcellentò is simply a minimum standard.  Regardless of test 

scores, we want our students to be happy, connected, proud, and successful for what they 

contribute.   
 

This year, I am challenging all of our students to work very hard, set educational goals, and 

be responsible for their learning.  No adult that I know of has ever regretted the effort, time, 
and dedication put into education.  I want that message of high expectations to be passed on 

directly to our students.  They have vast amounts of potential and Iôm asking you as parents 

to push them hard and encourage them greatly in their studies.  Itôs vital for their success 

(and our nationôs success too) that they become amazing readers, thinkers, leaders, problem 

solvers while being sharp in science, social studies, math, and all together ethical human 

beings. 
 

I must compliment the incoming fifth grade students as a whole.  These young people have 

been polite, well disciplined, and very kind to each other.  Iôm already very proud of them 
and they have a ton of leadership potential. 

 

Open House was a smashing success and I heard many positive comments from parents 
about sixth grade team talks format.  I must applaud our sixth grade teachers for outstanding 

presentations. 

 
Our first PTA meeting was a grand triumph with good attendance.  I encourage each family 

to join our PTA and participate in the meetings.  Much thanks to the PTA for the approval of 
a long-range funding project that will provide LCD monitors to all of our 156 student com-

puters in the school.  This project, funded over two years, will reduce our energy costs and 

provide a clear crisp view for student technology access in each classroom.  For more infor-
mation about our PTA, I encourage you to visit our Lee Eaton PTA website at: http://

www.teacherweb.com/OH/LeeEaton/LeeEatonPTA/ 

 
An upcoming event is our Fatherôs Walk on September 17.  The event begins at 7:05 AM 

when Fathers (Grandfathers, Step-Fathers, Uncles, or Significant Male Caregivers) are en-

couraged to take their child to school.  Fathers walk their child to the classroom and then 
join us for a short talk in the Lee Eaton cafeteria. Refreshments include coffee and a light 

breakfast snacks. The event will conclude at 7:50 AM.  For more information visit our 

school website. 
 

Lastly, I would like to thank our Lee Eaton PTA and a group of parents that developed a 

Garden Club under the leadership of Cindy OôConnor (Lee Eaton parent and ELL Teacher in 
Nordonia.) Cindy and her team of families single handedly updated and overhauled a pri-

mary landscaping area in the front of our school.  Much thanks for the dedication over the 

summer. 
 

In conclusion, itôs been an excellent start to what I know will be an excellent school year. 

 
Yours for the learning, 

Christopher Woofter 

 

http://www.teacherweb.com/OH/LeeEaton/LeeEatonPTA/
http://www.teacherweb.com/OH/LeeEaton/LeeEatonPTA/
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Geography, Exploration, Colonization, Immigra-

tion, Government, Economics, and Regions of the 

United States are major areas of focus in fifth 

grade Social Studies. Students will start the year 

off  by learning basic map skills and locations 

in Geography, so they have a better understand-

ing of places in America and other countries who 

later settled in America. Throughout the unit, stu-

dents will engage in activities using maps that ex-

plore the United States, world continents, and bod-

ies of water. In a few weeks, students will apply 

these skills to a project that allows them to use 

their imaginations to create a place where their 

classmates would want to visit and design a de-

tailed map to show what they've learned. 

THE 5th GRADERS ARE OFF AND RUNNING! 

 
Fifth graders are off and running with the 2009 -2010 school 
year!  Itðs great having big lockers, wonderful facilities and the stu-
dents are getting used to the high expectations of Lee Eaton.  We 
teachers are impressed with the good manners that these fifth 
graders are displaying!  

Math classes are now using the new updated 

Everyday Math program.  There are new as-

sessments, and more opportunities for writing 

and problem solving.  In Unit One the focus is 

on number sense and operations.  We have 

been reviewing math facts and arrays.  The 

rest of the first unit focuses on divisibility, 

prime and composite numbers, square num-

bers and finally prime factorization.  We are 

playing Factor Captor, and Multiplication Top 

It!  Many of these games can be played at 

home, the directions can be found in the Stu-

dent Reference Book your child should have 

at home!  Check your Family Letter for unit 

 

5th grade science is starting off the new school 

year learning the steps in the Scientific 

Method. We will then be moving to a fun filled 

Sound and Light unit.  Our students will be 

riding the waves of learning with pitch, vol-

ume, color and optics!  

The teachers are anxious to teach and the students are ready to learn, so we 
are off to a great start!  
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Welcome to 6th Grade!! 

Whatôs New? 

 
A calculator change is well under way.  

Now, your child will purchase the same 

calculator that they will use in 7th and 8th 

grade.  Once they arrive, we will sell them 

for 12.00.  We will keep you posted on the 

status.  If you have any questions regarding 

the change please contact your childôs math 

teacher.  

Weôve got Character! 

 
Respect 

Responsibility 

Trustworthiness 

Fairness  
Citizenship 

Caring 

 

 

 

 

 

Language Arts 

 
We are so excited to begin reading and writ-

ing with your son/daughter.  We will begin 

reviewing parts of speech, grammar, punc-

tuation and head into narrative writing.  A 

main focus in 6th grade is the revising and 

editing process.  Look for the unique way 

we teach each trait so we can see growth 

and mastery.  It is a lengthy process, but we 

know we will see great improvements in 

writing over time.  In reading we will focus 

on characters, setting and plot through vari-

ous stories and head into Read for Real for 

our non- fiction unit. 

Math 
We hope your child has enjoyed the transition 
from Every Day Mathematics to Connected 
Math.  We began the year introducing how our 
binder should look and reviewing factors and 
multiples through various games.  Our first unit 
will only last 12 days and we will dive right into 
fractions.  We will provide numerous activities 
that will help your child understand fractions!  It 
is a lot of fun!!! 

Science 
Science begins with a serious discussion of safety rules that must be 
followed during our labs.  We delve deeper in the scientific method 
where we state the question/problem, research/gather information, 
form a hypothesis, design/carry out an experiment, report data, draw 
conclusions.        

We learn that sometimes we need to go                                                          
backwards and look at some of 
the steps again.  We will soon 

study matter, the stages of solid, 
liquid and gas!! 

 

Social Studies 
We are completing an overview of the early advancements 

from the Paleolithic Era (Stone Age) to humankind pro-

gressing to the revolution of agriculture.   This also in-

cludes the  early formation of river societies.   Our next 

unit will include the Middle East and North Africa 

which includes the early river civilizations of 

Mesopotamia and the Nile.  
  

  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.basd.net/staff/besecker/_borders/Math_Symbol_Clipart%255B1%255D.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.basd.net/staff/besecker/connectedmath.htm&usg=___OYu3sXaKHFwHSf_PAGb6oZ7eAM=&h=658&w=792&sz=66&hl=en&start=2&sig2=c7YYxU
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.frontiernet.net/~mblow/images/thematic%2520images/TUT.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.frontiernet.net/~mblow/thematic_essay.htm&usg=__zs_eW7CrgU40N08w3-Y-RnaBf0Q=&h=450&w=296&sz=14&hl=en&start=6&sig2=PXP6MQs3a3E_14Nb
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.michiganschoolshows.com/images/character.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.michiganschoolshows.com/Pillars_Of_Character.html&usg=__rO7VVH1x2p-vrdnc9DyFvb1AVRA=&h=230&w=230&sz=12&hl=en&start=18&sig2=wd5EPGsZEHlHmnOFALJ0
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THE COUNSELORõS COLUMN 
 

 The school year has gotten off to a great start!  We will be finishing up with 5 th  grade 

classroom visits during the first week in October.  For five weeks, we will be discussing person-

ality types with the students and will help them to explore what their personality type is and 

how it can be compared and contrasted with other personality types.  The students begin to 

learn about tolerance and how to accept others for their differences.  We will be finishing up 

the visits by talking about conflict, conflict resolution strategies, peer mediation and harass-

ment.  

 Peer mediation training will be held on Friday, September 25th.  We will soon be asking 

teachers to select 2 students from each team to become peer mediators.  The training will be 

led by Dr. Deb Wallace who is our Community Intervention Coordinator.  Once training has been 

completed, the peer mediation program will once again be up and running at Lee Eaton.  

 During this month, small group counseling sessions will be meeting once per week for a 

total of three weeks during recess time for students that are new to Lee Eaton.  We will be do-

ing activities that compare and contrast Lee Eaton with their old schools.  We will also include 

some activities to help the students to become familiar with the teachers/staff, rooms and pro-

grams in the building.  

 During the beginning of October, Lee Eatonõs 6th  grade students will be taking ability 

tests.  Each day during testing students will be asked to complete one of three tests; the Terra 

Nova Reading Test, the In -View test, or the Terra Nova Math Test.  Students are encouraged 

to get a good nightõs sleep and to eat a good breakfast in the morning.  If you have any questions 

about testing, please feel free to contact the school counseling office.  

 Red Ribbon Week will be taking place during the week of October 22 th  through the 26 th .  

During this week, students will be involved in many activities that will help them to stand up and 

speak out against drugs, alcohol and tobacco.  We ask that you talk with your child about making 

good decisions to say no to drugs, alcohol and tobacco.  

 One last note is that parent/teacher conferences will be taking place during November.  

If you would like the counselor to be part of your childõs conference, please let your childõs 

teacher know or call the office.  

 

We look forward to another great year at Lee Eaton!  

 
Mrs. Theresa Bonick  
Lee Eaton School Counselor 
 
Miss Kuboff 
Lee Eaton School Counseling Intern  
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At Lee Eaton it is our mission to be, òin partnership with home and community, to pro-

vide a safe learning environment that promotes the education and development of every student 

while challenging them to become lifelong learners.ó  

In an effort to meet all learning needs we have established a school wide, daily, academic interven-

tion time.  The focus is on Reading Intervention because struggling readers are struggling learners 

in all content areas . 

In an effort to meet those learning needs we are asking for parents and community volunteers to 

help the classroom teacher with reading activities.  Weõre hoping for a commitment of one day per 

week during Reading Intervention between 7:20 to 7:45 AM.  Please consider enlisting as an Am-

bassador for Learning.  

Yes, I want to learn more or become involved!  
Contact:  

Kim Edwardsñ Coordinator of Ambassadors for Learning  

kim@discoverthehills.org  

(330) 748 -4225  

Become an Ambassador for Learning  

@ Lee Eaton School  

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEB PAGE 
 

The districtõs new web page will go live on 9/18/09.  It is a new look with a lot more 

pictures and information.  Lee Eatonõs page has messages from the principal, calen-

dars, teacher news,  newsletters,  and lots of special links, including a great PTA link  

and a link to our Magazine Sale (QSP) Fundraiser posted on it.  

 

In an effort to GO GREEN, we are trying to cut down on our paper usage by posting as much as 

possible to the internet.  We will not be sending home hard copies of newsletters.  However, if you 

do not have computer access let us know so we can get a newsletter to you.  We donõt want anyone 

to by uniformed.  

FUNDRAISER BEGINS  
This year the Lee Eaton students will be asked to participate in our Annual QSP 

Magazine Sale.  We are adding a new component to the online site where you can 

order, renew and now you can  purchase gifts and wrapping paper.  There is a QSP 

link on Lee Eatonõs webpage.   The kick off for our students will be September 21. 
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CVCCé help us make Career Connections  
 
Cuyahoga Valley Career Centerôs K-12 Career Development Program, in conjunction 
with your school district, is looking for people to share their career experiences with 
students (even if they are not currently active in the career world). 
 
 

Making Career Connections . . .  
               Studies show that students are more motivated when they understand why what they are learning is necessary ð
when it is relevant to their lives and their futures. With your help, we can assist teachers make ñreal worldò connections be-
tween what is being taught in the classroom and real life job/career applications.  
  
How Can You Help . . .  
 Volunteer to be a guest speaker in the classroom. You may not realize it, but your job incorporates many of the skills that y our 
child is learning in school. For example, measuring is a math skill; writing and reading are important in all careers; scienc e is 
used not only in medical fields, but in many factories, veterinarian offices, hair salons, police/detective work and countles s 
other work environments. Your experience is valuable!  
 
Allow a teacher to shadow you on the job. The Career Development staff coordinates a Teacher/Industry Exchange, which 
allows teachers a first-hand look at how the ñreal worldò utilizes the skills they are teaching and connects academics with ca-
reers. Most of these externships take place in the summer.  
 
If you would like to volunteer to be a speaker at Lee Eaton or in other schools in the Nordonia System, please send an email to 
Tish OôDell, Elementary Career Specialist at todell@cvccworks with your field of experience and the best way to con-
tact you.  Our requests are driven by your studentsô teachers, so if you donôt get a call right away know that your information 
will be kept on file for the entire school year, and if I get a request that is a good fit with your career, Iôll give you a call.  
Thank you for participating!!!!  

Visit our website ï www.cvccworks.com ï for more information 
Tish OôDell  
  

 

 

MILEAGE CLUB begins on Tuesday, September 15, 2009   

 
The Mileage Club is a recess running and walking program for fitness and fun and takes place 

on the playground two days a week. The program is designed to encourage students to in-

crease their fitness level while having fun with their friends during their recess.  Mileage 

Club is optional and allows students to run or walk at their own pace. We keep track of each 

student's mileage and reward them along the way. The course is ¼ mile and for each lap that 

the student completes he/she receives a punch on their card. For every 2 miles the student 

completes he/she receives a small foot token.  

 

Please encourage your child to take part in this amazing program.  This supervised activity is 

open to all students free of charge  through support from Lee Eaton PTA .  The club will run 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays for eight weeks ending the fall session on November 5.  It will 

resume again in the spring.  
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GIFTED ASSESSMENT  

In compliance with HB 282 all districts must screen for giftedness. The fall assessment session includes 

screening in superior cognitive and specific academic areas. If you are interested in having your child assessed 

for gifted identification, contact Sharon Pasternak  in the Pupil Services Dept. by October 15th. 

Sharon.pasternak@nordoniaschools.org  or 330-908-6224. 

    FYI & REMINDERS  
 

 

All forms, including Emergency Medical, Medical Updates, Bullying, Technology, need 

to be turned in by Sept. 15.   

 

Please do not have deliveries such as flowers, and balloons delivered or brought into 

school for your students or their friends.  We also ask that you ask your students to 

not decorate other students lockers.   It becomes disruptive to the educational 

process in the classrooms.    

 

 You are always welcome to have lunch with your child, but for security reasons we 

ask that  you do not go with the child to recess.  

 

Please read the dress code found online as well as your studentõs handbook in the 

front of his//her agenda.  No sleeveless shirts, tank tops, or spaghetti straps are 

allowed.  If your student disregards the dress code or wears something determined 

to be inappropriate, they will call parents to have different clothes brought in.   

 

Heelys shoes should not be worn at school.  

 

Parents dropping off students in the morning MUST drop their student at the side 

door on the east side of the building.  The loops by the gym and by the office are 

for buses only.  The same is true at the end of the day.   

 

Cell phones are not to be used at school.  If your student must have one for after-

school security, they must keep it off and in their backpack in their locker.  If it is 

taken out during school it will be confiscated and a parent/guardian will have to come 

and pick it up.  

mailto:Sharon.pasternak@nordoniaschools.org
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About the Nordonia Hills Parent Mentor Program  

 

 A Parent Mentor is the parent of a child with a disability employed to help school districts and 

families by providing training, support, and information services.  Kitty Boylan is the parent 

mentor for the Nordonia School District.  You can reach the parent mentor office by phone at 

330 -908 -6219 or email at:  

parent.mentors@nordoniaschools.org.   

 

Ohio Parent Mentor projects are funded through grants from the Ohio Department of Education (ODE).  

 

Some of the services provided by the parent mentor include guiding parents through the special education 

process including rights and responsibilities, listening and providing support to families and staff, providing 

information and resources, attending IEP and other meetings when requested and conducting information ses-

sions and workshops.  Parents of typical students are welcome to contact the parent mentor office with ques-

tions or concerns.  

 

The parent mentor project has established a wonderful resource library for parents and staff.  There are 

many books for children, teens, books on parenting and specific disabilities including LD and ADHD.  There is 

a collection of books in each building office that are waiting to be borrowed!  For a complete book list contact 

the parent mentor office or visit the parent mentor page on the district web site under pupil services.  

 

NORTHERN SUMMIT COUNTY  

PARENT MENTOR INFORMATIONAL SERIES  
September 29, 2009      
IEP Updates and New Forms training for Parents  
Presented by:  Karen Majeski, PhD, Director - State Support Team 8 
 
October 13, 2009 
Behavior Interventions at Home and at School  
Presented by: Kierston Johnson, Milestones Organization 
  
November 10, 2009      
What you need to know about Guardianship, Special Needs Planning & Trusts 
Presented by:  Attorney Barbara J. Weinschenk 
 
January 12, 2010 
Settle & Support Classð Relaxation & Stress Relief, Finding Peace amongst the Chaos! 
Presented by:  Gary Peterson, RCST - Star Institute 
 
February 23, 2010 
Services provided by County of Summit Developmental Disabilities Board; intake process, timelines, transition, family 
services, etc.  
Presented by:  Jill Boxler & Greg Coriale, Service Administration  
 
March 9, 2010 
What are we going to do in the Summer?   
Presented by: Agencies and Camps for Special Needs Children, Local Tutoring Services 

 
Place:  RBC Middle School Library, 10270 Ravenna Rd., Twinsburg 

Time:    6:30pm ð 8:30pm 
 

To Register: Call your Parent Mentor 

Kitty Boylan  330-908-6219                  
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   5TH GRADE BAND  
 

 

 

Fifth Grade Band is beginning the process of assembling the òSquireó Band!  Our first exposure to 

the band instruments was on Thursday, September 03, 2009.   Our first information parent meet-

ing will be on Monday, September 14, 2009 at 7:00 PM at Lee Eatonõs cafeteria.  And for those 

who decide to join our ensemble, we welcome you with our first lesson night on Monday, Septem-

ber 21, 2009.   Brass instrument pick up will be at 6:00 PM and their first lesson at 6:30 PM.  The 

woodwind & percussion pick up will be at 6:30 PM with their first lesson at 7:00 PM.   

 

 

Please feel free to contact me via email ( beth.levy@nordoniaschools.org ) or by voice mail at 330 -

908 -6100.  We look forward to Striking Up the Band!  

 

Beth Levy Petracco, Mary Schrembeck and Bob Hoefler  

 6TH GRADE BAND  
 

 

Sixth grade band is open to any student who has been in band for one year or has previous experi-

ence on their band instrument.   We will have our first informational meeting on Tuesday morning, 

September 22 th  at 7:15 AM for the band members in room 16.   Our first morning rehearsal will be 

on Thursday, September 24 th  in room 16 at 7:15 AM.  

 

Please feel free to contact me via email ( beth.levy@nordoniaschools.org ) or by voice mail at 330 -

908 -6100.  We look forward to Striking Up the Band!  

 

Beth Levy Petracco, Mary Schrembeck and Bob Hoefler  

My basic principle is that you don't make decisions because they are 
easy; you don't make them because they are cheap; and you don't 

make them because they are popular. You make them because they 
are right.  

mailto:beth.levy@nordoniaschools.org
mailto:beth.levy@nordoniaschools.org
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 
 

9/14   5th Gr Band Parents      7:00 PM 

 

9/17   Fathers Walk       7:05 -7:50 AM  

 

9/21   Magazine Sale Kickoff   

 

9/21   5th Gr Band Brass Instrument Pick Up   6:00 PM 

  5th Gr Band Brass Lesson     6:30 PM 

  5th Gr  Band Woodwind & Percussion Pick Up 6:30 PM 

  5th Gr Band woodwind & Percussion Lesson  7:00 PM 

  

9/22   6th Grade Band Information Student Meeting  7:15 AM  

 

9/24   First 6th Grade Rehearsal  

 

9/29   Ambassadors for Learning     6:30 -7:45 PM 

 

9/29   òIEP Updates and New Forms training for Parentsó 

   At the Twinsburg Library     6:30ñ8:30 PM 

LOOKING AHEAD  

OCTOBER 
 

10/7   6th Grade Terra Nova Reading Test  

 

10/8   6th Grade Terra Nova Math Test  

 

10/16  No School  -  NEOEA Day 

 

10/25   Peer Mediation Training  

 

10/22 -26 Red Ribbon Week 
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