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PRINCIPALLY  SPEAKING 
What job am I thinking about? In this job success is imperative.  The stakes are 

extremely high.   There is no formal training.  It’s a role where emotions can run 

strong, one where you can’t lose heart or you’re sunk.  If you haven’t guessed, I’m 

talking about parenting.  As a parent myself of three boys, I can attest first hand 

that my role as a father has been a challenging lifelong journey and a brave task 

beyond what I could have imagined.  If it were not for my wife’s patience and 

persistence, I’m just not too sure that I could do it. 

  

When you think about all of the things required to raise a child it can become 

overwhelming or discouraging.  I was rather discouraged last spring when one of 

my sons was giving us a very tough time.   We would ask him to follow directions or 

get along with his brothers and he would simply rebel and throw a fit.  This would 

frustrate me to no end.  My son was driving me to respond out of frustration.  

When I run into a roadblock, I often ask friends for help.  One wise friend 

shared with me what I think is the core of parenting.  He said, “Parenting is not a 

sprint, but a marathon. So you can’t lose heart and you need to stay grounded.  

But remember, your child was not put on earth to bring happiness to you, but put 

here because he needs your guidance and strength.”  He also went on to say that 

every child is continually asking two questions over and over.  Question one, “Am I 

cared about and am I loved?”  Question two is, “Can I get my own way or do I 

need to follow boundaries?”  The way we answer these two questions over the life 

of our children defines their success and their health.    

 

For the first question, I think this one is obvious.  You’ve got to answer this with 

a resounding yes. We all know that children need our love and our care.  But it can 

be easy to get too busy, it’s easy to think the wii or the playstation or the TV can 

be a substitute for eye contact, read aloud time, or talking about hopes and 

dreams.  At Lee Eaton we know the value of this caring.  Our staff understands 

this well and I think this makes our school great. 

 

The second question, “Can I get my own way, do I need to follow boundaries?”  

This concept was very solid in the 1950s.  But I think its lost consensus in the 

past decades.  But this concept is very true today.  Children thrive when they 

know expectations and have clear boundaries.   No grown up person says, “When I 

was a kid my mother had clear rules and expected me to follow those.  Then that 

led to my ruin.”  No; that’s crazy talk.  Sure, your child might not tell you they 

want clear boundaries and they might not feel it in the moment, but they really 

appreciate and feel safe when we have clear and safe boundaries.  Again, Lee 

Eaton values this and provides guidance and boundaries on respecting yourself and 

respecting others. 

 

I know that some of this is very basic, but I would encourage you to continue to 

be reflective about your parenting and be encouraged and don’t lose heart.   

 

Best regards, 

Christopher Woofter 
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You probably know that a student’s academic success is affected by many factors. When it comes to achieve-

ment, activities outside the classroom, especially at home, can be just as influential as what happens inside the 

classroom.  

 

Following are five important areas to emphasize to ensure the success of your children: 

 

Establish a daily routine by providing a quiet time and place for your children to study. Be firm about bedtimes 

so the child is well-rested and alert in the classroom. Having dinner together as a family is also important, 

because it gives you an opportunity to talk about your children’s daily school activities, projects, and expec-

tations. Encourage communications through conversation and questioning. 

Monitor your children’s extracurricular activities closely. Whenever possible, arrange specific after-school ac-

tivities or supervised care, always monitor television watching, and install computer software to block inap-

propriate websites. Also be mindful of video game content. If you can’t be home right after school, call or 

email frequently to check in with your children, or have a trusted neighbor, relative, or friend stop by. 

Search out after-school programs and association activities that could serve as alternatives for children going 

home alone after school. 

Reading books, magazines, and newspapers and talking about what is learned from them is another important 

aspect to pursue at home. Discussing current events and/or the day’s activities is a good habit to develop. 

Tell stories, share problems, and write letters, notes, and messages to one another. These types of communi-

cation bring families closer together, especially today, when everyone is busy with his or her own individual 

activities and commitments. 

Stay in touch with teachers and school staff, and express sincere interest in your children’s progress at school. 

Work together with your children’s teachers to set age-appropriate goals and standards, and to recognize and 

promote special talents. Compliment your children and share school success stories with family and friends. 

Be a positive role model. Demonstrate ways that achievement relates to hard work and dedication. Discuss the 

value of a good education to possible career options, and explore ways your children can turn their true in-

terests into satisfying career possibilities. 

 

Reprinted with permission from Cut & Paste 

 
© PTA 

Founders Day is a reminder of the substantial role that PTA has played locally, region-

ally, and nationally in supporting parent involvement and working on behalf of all chil-

dren and families. It's a time to reflect and take pride in our many accomplishments, and 

to renew our commitment to be a powerful voice for all children, a relevant resource for 

parents, and a strong advocate for public education. 

PTA's founders Phoebe Apperson Hearst and Alice McLellan Birney, and the founder of 

Georgia's Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers, Selena Sloan Butler, were women 

of imagination and courage. They understood the power of individual action, worked 

beyond the accepted barriers of their day, and took action to literally change the world. 

They had a simple idea—to improve the lives and futures of all of our children. As much 

as other conditions in America may have changed, that idea has not. PTAs keep it alive. 

Today, PTA is the largest volunteer child advocacy organization in the nation. Our mem-

bers represent the ethnic diversity of our nation, and they come from the ranks of tradi-

tional families, single-parent households, blended families, grandparents, and other car-

ing adults. Together, we continue to serve as the conscience of the country for children 

and youth. 

FOUNDER’S DAY 

FEBRUARY 17 

It is never to late to join the Lee 

Eaton PTA.  The PTA Newsletter is 

posted on our webpage. 

 

Student Success Starts in the Home 
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COUNSELORõS COLUMN 
 

 

February is shaping up to be a busy month!  Very shortly we will be sending home semester letters 

to the parents or guardians of students that had academic difficulties the first semester of 

school.  We have received the names of all of these students from their teachers and will be set-

ting up individual appointments with each of them to discuss the what might be the cause of these 

of their difficulties.  We will also be working with these students to develop a plan to improve 

their second semester performance.  If you do receive a letter in regards to your child, please 

feel free to call or email us if you have any questions.  We always welcome and appreciate your 

concern and involvement.   

 

Since we have come back from winter break we have started many small group experiences for our 

students.  Some of these groups for students are grief, changing families, anger management, self

-esteem, stress management and concerned persons.  We enjoy meeting with the students in the 

small group experience.  This is such a great opportunity to help meet some of the social and emo-

tional needs of the students in our building.  If you feel that one of these groups might benefit 

your child, please feel free to contact the counseling office.   

 

The principals and counselors  will be facilitating a new student luncheon February 16th and Febru-

ary 18th for all of the students that have been new to the Nordonia School District since the be-

ginning of this school year.  Letters for the luncheon will be sent home the week of February 8th. 

Our objective is to offer the new students an opportunity to share their fears, accomplishments 

and general feelings about the adjustments they have made to our school.   

 

Please feel free to contact us should you have any questions or concerns regarding your child.  

 

Thank you!  

Theresa Bonick 

Theresa.Bonick@nordoniaschools.org 

School Counselor 

 

Lindsey Kuboff 

Lindsey.Kuboff@nordoniaschools.org 

School Counseling Intern 

 

Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in 

life as by the obstacles which one has overcome while trying to succeed.  

--Booker T. Washington  
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PELLING EE 

BEE sure to congratulate Lee Eaton Spelling Bee winners.  Jordan 

Wright placed second and Joey Kimber placed fourth in Nordonia’s 

Scripps’ Spelling Bee competition for 6th, 7th and 8 graders.  

 

1.   Tyler Amick, 8th grade 

2.   Jordan Wright, 6th grade 

3.   Brandi James, 8th grade 

4.   Joey Kimber, 6th grade 

5.   Danielle DelGuidice, 8th grade 

6.   Hannah Wintucky, 7th grade 

 

The next round will be Saturday, Feb. 13th at the Akron Summit Public 

Library.  

Donôt Be Tricked by These Verbal Twins 

 
The English language is full of confusion: We drive on the parkway and park in the driveway, 

and all that. Here are some examples of word usage that might trip up even the most consci-

entious among us: 

 

In order to lead, you must get the lead out. 

A farm will produce produce. 

The garbage dump was so full it had to refuse refuse. 

The artist painted a bass on the head of a bass drum. 

The frightened dove dove into the bushes. 

Joe did not object to delivering the object. 

The scientist had to subject his subject to many tests. 

The insurance claim for the invalid was deemed invalid. 

The doctor wound a bandage around the soldier’s wound. 

The rowers had a row about how to row. 

The tear in his expensive shirt made him shed a tear. 

 
Reprinted with permission from Cut & Paste 
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In honor of Martin Luther King Day, 

students of Lee Eaton Elementary 

School teachers Alice Bender and 

Dawn Monroe wrote letters to the 

editor giving their thoughts about 

King.  Below is a selection. 

 

    Dr. Martin Luther King was the 

most extravagant man.  This letter 

should persuade people to honor 

Martin and his day because he was 

very helpful.  Martin encouraged 

peace between all races in America.  

Laws that he helped make made 

peace for everyone.  Martin is a very 

important part in our congregation. 

     When people think of Martin, 

they think that he is a hero because 

all races are friends now because of 

him.  We don’t really fight with 

them anymore and we can do what 

we want with them.  All races are 

not segregated anymore because of 

him.  He made laws that bring peace 

and tranquility.  Martin wanted peo-

ple to have peaceful debates without 

anybody getting hurt.  Our freedom 

mattered to him, so he worked hard 

to make all races not segregated.  

Martin was a great man. 

     As you can see, Martin Luther 

King was a very helpful person.  I 

hope this letter persuades more peo-

ple to honor him and his day more.  

Thanks for taking the time to read 

this letter and I hope you take this to 

heart.  ðPaige 

 

     I am writing this letter to tell you 

why Martin Luther King Day is so 

important.  Martin Luther King 

fought for civil rights.  He lead the 

March on Washington and won the 

Nobel Peace prize. 

     Martin Luther King was a very 

powerful and stimulating speaker.  

He did not want people to fight.  He 

was very peaceful.  Martin Luther 

King also gave one of the most leg-

endary speeches in U.S. history, his 

“I Have a Dream” speech.  Martin 

died at age 30 when he was shot 

with a sniper rifle by James Earl Ray 

from another building.  Martin Lu-

ther King was very important and 

inspiring.  I hope my letter explained 

why Martin Luther King Day is so 

significant.  ðHarmon 

 

     I think Martin Luther King is 

important because he did not find 

things equal between all races.  Mar-

tin Luther King fought too, but he 

did not use weapons or his fists.  He 

fought with his heart.  He also 

helped the civil rights movement. 

     Martin Luther King made sure 

that everything was equal between 

all races.  Dr. King also made sure 

that there was no violence between 

anyone.  Once after the civil rights 

movement, no one could treat any-

one different.  People had to be 

treated the same. 

     Martin Luther King got inspired 

to help the civil rights movement 

when a woman named Rosa Parks 

got arrested because he did not give 

up her seat for a white person.  So 

Martin Luther King said it was un-

fair that white people can do more 

things that black people.  Then eve-

ryone stopped using the bus and then 

the civil rights movement started.  

That’s why I think Martin Luther 

King is important and a great leader. 

ðMichael 

 

     This letter is being written to you 

because I would love to make a dif-

ference and I know you can help.  Of 

course, I have to explain to you what 

I want to make a difference for.  I 

would like to change the way people 

look at each other.  One day I hope 

people will look at each other and 

see what’s on the inside not on the 

outside, the color of skin. 

     Martin Luther King was a very 

courageous leader and is the person 

to make a change.  This problem is 

discrimination between African 

Americans and whites.  What he did 

in the past really made a difference, 

and yet there are still some people 

who don’t take this problem seri-

ously.  My family and I are one of 

those people who want to make a 

difference.  Are you? 

     If so, you will also make a differ-

ence.  I hope you will read my letter 

and take this situation serious.  

Thank you very much!  ðVanessa   

      

     I’m writing this letter because I 

want to spread the word about Mar-

tin Luther King and all the things he 

did for our country. 

     Martin Luther King only wanted 

peace and equal rights for everyone 

across the nation.  He wanted black 

people to be treated the same way as 

white people.  Martin thought segre-

gation was horrible, and he often 

expressed his feelings in his 

speeches, for example his “I Have a 

Dream” speech.  Martin lead the bus 

boycott, when black people refused 

to ride the bus for a year.  He 

preached his thoughts almost every-

where he went and always tried to 

bring peace.  But one day, when he 

was getting ready to give a speech, 

he was shot and assassinated.  Al-

though martin is dead, he remains an 

inspiration to millions.  And even 

though the law has changed, segre-

gation is still happening all over the 

world today.  I sincerely hope that 

one day the color of our skin, race, 

and religion won’t matter to anyone, 

that we could all gain from our dif-

ferences instead of despise them. 

     I think I’ve made my point.  I 

really hope this letter changes some-

one’s view on Martin Luther King 

and I also hope it entertained you.  

My belief is that we should think of 

Martin Luther King Day as a day on 

instead of a day off.  ð Sara 

 

 

Younger Voices Reprinted from the News LeaderðJanuary 20, 2010 
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Letters to editorðcont. from page 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I think Martin Luther King Day is 

very important.  I am writing this 

letter to tell that Martin Luther King 

Day is a special day and a respectful 

day.  He is very important person to 

me. 

     Martin Luther King Day is a sig-

nificant day to me because it is all 

about telling people that you should-

n’t hate each other just because of 

skin color or because of how people 

act.  What Martin Luther King suc-

cessfully did was create peaceful 

ways to figure out problems.  He 

went against racism and against 

white only signs and tried to stop 

keeping blacks out of places.  The 

whole point of Martin Luther Kings 

is that everyone should be friends. 

And to honor what he has done for 

us and reflect on his past.  He also 

made a famous speech called “I 

Have a Dream” speech.  What Mar-

tin was trying to do was change the 

world and make it a better place for 

us. 

     I think Martin Luther King Day is 

very important.  I hope this letter 

informed you about Martin Luther 

King and made a difference to all. 

ð Derek 

Younger Voices Reprinted from the News LeaderðJanuary 20, 2010 

Honoring Presidents George Washington    

and Abraham Lincoln 

 
Presidents Day is a time to honor all those who have served as President of the United States. They were great 

men, one and all. However, on this day we are more likely to recall the best known of our presidents: George 

Washington, the Father of Our Country, and Abraham Lincoln, the Great Emancipator. 

 

Washington never imagined himself leading the new country which he and his Continental Army had fought to 

preserve. After the war, he wanted to spend his life on his estate at Mount Vernon. However, after the Constitu-

tion was ratified, Washington was unanimously elected president, then reelected for a second term. By the time 

he left office, the U.S. financial system was well established and treaties with Spain had enlarged U.S. Territory. 

 

Possibly the most widely quoted of all presidents, Abraham Lincoln had a way of getting to the truth and stating 

it simply. When he said, “If slavery is not wrong, nothing is wrong,” people believed him. His signing of the 

Emancipation Proclamation eliminated slavery in the U.S. and set a new social standard for the country. A 

peacemaker and a collaborator, Lincoln had a talent for bringing people together. In 1862, he said, “We can suc-

ceed only by concert.” His belief that the country had to be held together was instrumental in the United States 

becoming one of the most powerful countries in the world. 

 

Reprinted with permission from Cut & Paste 

No Way Out  
 

Sam:  “Teacher, would you punish me for 

something I didn’t do?” 

Teacher:  “Of course not.” 

Sam:  “Good, because I didn’t do my home-

work.” 

—The-Jokes.com 

You have to do your own growing no matter how tall your grandfather was.  

--Abraham Lincoln  
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5 th  Grade News   

          
     
Happy New Year!  It’s hard to believe that it’s 2010 and we are half way through the school year. We have 

learned many new things so far this year.  Our students have been extremely busy from the beginning of the 

day until the end.  We continue to encourage all parents to stay current on any Lee Eaton news by visiting 

www.nordoniaschools.org. We want to keep you informed!!  We are very proud of our students for donating as 

much as they have for the victims of Haiti.  We truly have wonderful children at Lee Eaton! 

 

In Language Arts fifth graders are working on many new writing concepts.  We have continued with our work 

on proofreading.  This includes focusing on grammar, punctuation and capitalization for publication.  This is a 

huge task!  Please be sure to remind your child how important this is when you are reviewing their assign-

ments.  We have also been busy with personal narratives and business letters.  Fluency is another big area 

that all teachers have been working on with your child.  Please continue to read with your child whether you 

take turns or your child reads out loud to you.  At school, nonfiction reading has been our focus for this 

month. 

 

During Social Studies, teachers have been focusing on explorers and colonies.  Many of the students have 

commented on how much they enjoyed learning about Colonial America.  This led into how the U.S. became 

independent from Great Britain.  It’s amazing what the students didn’t know about the history of the Revolu-

tionary War and the significance of the Declaration of Independence.  This was an area that really inter-

ested them.  We will now shift gears and start learning about democracy and the three branches of govern-

ment.  

 

Science, Science, Science!!!  This is normally the student’s favorite subject.  Astronomy has been a really 

cool topic for the kids!  Learning about the solar system was fun and exciting.  They also learned about the 

moon phases and the constellations.  So if you see your child looking in the sky at night, they are probably 

looking for many of the things that they have learned over the last couple of months.  Our next unit revolves 

around electricity and how it works.   

 

 Math is challenging but once the concepts click for students, they are very proud of the problems they can 

solve.  Fractions are always challenging for kids but they did survive the unit!  We added, subtracted and 

learned how to find equivalent fractions.  Exponents and negative numbers will move us into February.  Please 

remember that there are many easy and effective math games that can be played at home with simply a deck 

of playing cards.  Check out the parent letter with each unit for ideas!! 

 

Finally, it’s time to buckle down for our Achievement Tests in April so students will be reviewing quite a bit 

of what they learned in 3rd, 4th and 5th grade.  It’s tough remembering what you learned two years ago!  We 

will also be targeting vocabulary that is commonly found in many questions.  Practice tests are available for 

your child to take at home on www.ode.state.oh.us. 
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     We just finished our unit on Motion.  

The students did a wonderful job learning 

the laws and applying them to real life 

situations.  We are now ready to move into 

our unit on rocks and minerals.  The stu-

dents can again look forward to doing a lot 

of hands on labs.  By the end of our unit 

students will be able to:  

-  Describe the rock cycle and explain that 

there are sedimentary, igneous and meta-

morphic rocks that have distinct proper-

ties and are formed in different ways 

- Explain that rocks are made of one or   

more minerals 

-  Identify minerals by characteristic prop-

erties 

 SS II XX TT HH   GGRRAA DD EE   NN EE WW SS   

READING:  Students have been learning strategies 

that will help them understand both fiction and non-

fiction texts.  They applied those strategies to their 

literature and Read for Real books. 

WRITING:  Students have been working hard writ-

ing business letters and informal writings.  They 

have been using many organizational strategies to 

help plan their writing. 
 

PUBLISHED AUTHORS:  In January Sara Rico, 

Michael Habowski, Vanessa Love, Harman Singh, 

Paige Svendsen, Derek Cackowski (not pictured) 

and Michael Konicek had letters published in the 

News Leader!  Way to go!!!! 

Science Rocks  

     Believe it or not, we are half way through the 
school year!  In social studies, we are just beginning our unit 

on Asia, specifically, China, India & Japan.  Some of the 

topics that we study are the religions of Hinduism and Bud-

dhism, ancient China and India and modern day China, India 

and Japan.  We will be covering the geography, people, 

economy and government of these regions of the world.  

Most sixth graders love to study these regions and learn that 

we are not so different than people who are halfway around 

the world.   

     Another exciting event that is around the corner is Inter-

national Night.  On Tuesday, April 27, 2010, Lee Eaton will 

be holding the 3rd annual International Night.  It is an oppor-

tunity for students to display their work related to different 

cultures in the world.  Also, there will be a family dinner and 

many other internationally themed events.  More information 

on this exciting event will be available as it gets closer to 

April 27th!  We hope to see all Lee Eaton families attend this 

event! 

 

     Numbers, numbers everywhere! These past two 

quarters have been filled with learning about num-

bers and number sense. Ask your student to describe 

that we are half-way through the year in terms of a 

fraction, percent, decimal and now, a ratio!  

     As we came back from our winter break, we 

were finishing up Bits and Pieces III, which was all 

about solving problems involving decimals and per-

cents. We discussed many situations where this in-

formation is helpful in the real world. Buying some-

thing on sale? Tipping your waiter? Wondering 

which bargain is better? We can do help you!  

     We are now tackling a brand-new unit all about 

ratios and proportions: Comparing and Scaling. So 

far, we have been discussing how to write, interpret 

and compare ratios. These are helpful when it 

comes to things like recipes and sharing food with a 

group of friends. Our discussion of ratios will con-

tinue through into February where will begin to 

discuss proportions as well.  

Language Arts  

Social Studies  Math  



9  

SPECIAL GUEST  

OFFICER BURDA  

Officer Burda from the Northfield Police Department spoke to the students in 

Mrs. MacRaild’s. Mrs. Rodgers’ and Miss Gliozzo’s classes. His focus was math. 

He used math to indicate how fast a car was going before it crashed.  

 

Are You a Paper Fanatic? 

 
Although we live in a computerized world and we save electronic files of important documents, many of us con-

tinue to print paper copies of those documents. Did you ever stop to think how many sheets of copy paper you 

use?  

 

Dr. Sanda Kaufman, professor of Planning and Public Administration at Cleveland State University, has some 

disturbing facts about paper usage. 

 

The average U.S. office worker prints 10,000 pages per year, He or she wastes 6 pages per day--to the tune of 

about 1,410 wasted pages per year. 

One tree yields 16.67 reams of copy paper. In 2004, the United States used 3.2 billion reams--the equivalent of 

178 million trees! 

In the United States, we use enough office paper each year to build a 10-foot-high wall measuring 6,815 miles in 

length. That’s more than the distance from New York to Tokyo! 

The U.S. pulp and paper industry is the second largest consumer of energy and uses more water to produce a ton 

of product than any other industry. Making one single sheet of copy paper can use over 13 ounces of water. 

 

The purpose of showing these facts is not to make you feel guilty every time you print something. However, the 

next time you are copying, perhaps you’ll make sure it’s really necessary and run only as many copies you need.  

 

Kaufman offers this advice, “There are not many things individuals can contribute directly to make a difference 

on the environment but this (reducing unnecessary use of resources wherever we can) is one of them and can 

make us all feel good about doing something to clean and preserve our natural environment.” 

 

--Kaufman, S. (2008). Green facts. Retrieved September 23, 2009, from http://urban.csuohio.edu/~sanda/syl/

envpol/materials/GREEN%20FACTS.pdf               
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FRIENDLY COMPETITION 
 

Hey Lee Eaton, it is time for a little friendly competition 

between hallways!!!  Bring in last years summer reading 

books, Box Tops and Campbells Labels and put them in your 

Hallway’s box at the end of the hall!!!   

 

¶ 50 points for every book 

¶ 10 points for Box Tops 

¶ Points are what is marked on the Campbell’s Label 

 

So good luck and don’t forget to ask your older brothers and sisters and 

neighbors for their old summer reading books too. The prize is to be announced!!  

PTA OPPORTUNITIES  
 

Would you like the opportunity to help every child at Lee Eaton?  The PTA is ac-

cepting nominations for all board and committee positions for the 2010-2011 

school year.  Do you know any 4th grade parents who might be interested?  If so, 

pass the message along.;  Nomination forms are on-line at the PTA link on the Lee 

Eaton website.  Nomination forms are due by the end of February. 

YEARBOOK 
It is yearbook ordering time!  Forms will be coming home with your child. 

There are four different options to choose from this year.  

 

¶ Standard School Yearbook        $15.50  

¶ Standard School Yearbook with name & photo on cover   $20.00  

¶ Standard Yearbook plus CDI       $28.45  

¶ Standard School Yearbook with name & photo on cover & CDI  $32.95  

 

Checks are to be made payable to Ripcho Studio  

Return orders with checks to school by February 28, 2010  
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February 2010 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 (1-5)  
National School Counsel-
ing Week 

2 Election Day 
Ground Hog Day  
Kindergarten Registration 

3  4 
Kindergarten Registration 

5 6 

7 8  
Boy Scoutôs Day 
Kindergarten Registration 

9 10 11  12  
Abe Lincolnôs Birthday 

13 

14  
St. Valentineôs Day 
Chinese New Year 

15 Presidentôs Day 
NO SCHOOL 

16 17 Random Acts of 
Kindness Day 
Natôl PTA Founders Day 

18 19 20 

21  
Love Your Pet Day 

22  
World  Thinking Day 
George Washingtonôs  Birthday 

23 24 25 26 27 

28       

       

 

Acts of Kindness Are Always Welcome 
 

 February 17 is a celebration of the power of random acts of kindness in everyone’s life. 

 The phrase “random acts of kindness” was originally coined by Richard Carlson in his bestseller Donôt 

Sweat the Small Stuff.  Carlson defines random acts of kindness as “simple acts of courtesy performed merely for 

kindness’ sake.”  Making children aware of kindness and prompting them to practice such acts can encourage 

kindness throughout their lives. 

 In their best form, random acts of kindness are anonymous.  Like flowers from a secret admirer or an 

unsigned valentine, the random act of kindness done with no expectation of notice or reward is the ultimate gift. 

 Random acts of kindness represent the best of humanity in practice.  Doesn’t it make sense to practice 

them every day? 

 

Reprinted with permission from Cut and Paste 

 

 
Education is when you read the fine print.                                                 

Experience is what you get if you don't.  

--Pete Seeger 


