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Dear Nordonia Middle School Students and Parents, 

 

The 2011-2012 school year is upon us and we are eagerly anticipat-

ing great times ahead here at Nordonia Middle School.  I am excited 

about partnering with you to help your son or daughter find success.  

We have a dedicated staff that strives to do what is best for students.  

I look forward to building positive relationships with all of you as 

we endeavor to uphold our school motto-―the Knight Way, the Right 

Way.‖ 

 

We have some new faces on our staff this year.  They are: 

 

Laura Collins who will be teaching 8th grade Language Arts. 

Erica Canitano who will be teaching 7th and 8th grade Health. 

Bryan Petsche who will be teaching 7th grade social studies as a long-term substitute. 

Pam Letterle who will be working with a student with a disability. 

 

This dedicated group of staff members will be a fantastic addition to the NMS ―family.‖ 

 

Please keep the following dates open for Nordonia Middle School Parent Curriculum Night. 

 

Seventh grade—Thursday, September 1 from 7:00pm – 8:00pm 

Eighth grade—Wednesday, September 7 from 7:00pm – 8:00pm 

A COMMITMENT TO THE FUTURE. 

A LEGACY OF ACHIEVEMENT, 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2011 

Nordonia middle school newsletter 

Nordonia Middle School 

73 Leonard Avenue 

Northfield, OH 44067 

 

Office:     330-467-0584 

Parent Access Line:    330-908-6199 

Attendance Line:          330-908-6160 

Fax:                                    330-468-6710 

 

Website:   www.nordoniaschools.org 

 Athletic Department:      330-908-6614  

Athletic Website:  

www.nordoniamiddleschoolathletics.com 

 

David Wessel, Principal 

Shon Smith, Associate Principal 

Eileen West, 8th Grade Counselor 

Tonya Huml, 7th Grade Counselor 
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As a “Race to the Top” district, we will continue to focus on our scope of work.  We will be 

rolling out our new state standards in the core curriculum, continuing to work on common for-

mative and summative assessments, as well as utilizing a Data warehouse (DataWerks) to help 

with intervention.  We will also become more familiar with the changes in Value Added.  

Lastly, we will be implementing the new evaluation system for administrators. 

 

 Whose Job Is It? 

 

This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.  There 

was an important job to be done and Everybody was asked to do it.  Everybody was sure 

Somebody would do it.  Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry 

about that, because it was Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought Anybody could do it but No-

body realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it.  It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody 

when Nobody did what Anybody could have done. 

 

Can’t wait to see you all soon!  Go Knights! 

 

David Wessel 

Principal 
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DELAYED STARTS  
 
For the 2011 -12 édelayed start dates  
  
Four (4) delayed start days on November 11, , February 21, March 19, and 
May 17. On these late start days, school will start exactly two hours later ï with 
teachers and staff using this time for in -house professional development. If you have 
any questions or concerns on these late start days - please check with your stu-
dent's building principal or contact the Board of Education at 330 -467- 0580.  

 The school year is off to a great start.  The middle school had only 16 new students join the 
Nordonia school system.  We enjoyed meeting them and their families at orientation and curriculum night.  
Thanks to all staff and students for making our newest members feel welcome. 

This year the counseling office is excited to have Rebecca Strojin join us for the first semester.  Ms. Stro-
jin is a graduate student form Kent State University working towards her masters degree in school counseling.  
She will be working closely with Mrs. West on Mondays and Fridays.   She has been a great help in starting 
another fantastic school year. 

Weõre also excited about continuing the middle schoolõs Knight Way program.  Each month three stu-
dents from each of our teams will be òknightedó.  These students will be invited to breakfast where Mr. Wessel 
and Mrs. Smith will present them with a certificate and a small Knight Way token of appreciation.  Students 
are selected by Nordonia Middle School staff because they have demonstrated the following knightly charac-
teristics:  dependable, respectful (for authority, property and the right of others), honest and helpful.  òThe 
Knight Wayó program is designed to encourage and recognize Nordonia middle school students who do 
things the òThe Right Wayó. 

Mrs. Michelle West, our career specialist form the Cuyahoga Valley Career Center, has begun her Ca-
reer Exploration unit in the 8

th
 grade.  Students will complete interest surveys, participate in discussions and 

activities related to jobs and careers and design an ICP (Individual Career Plan).  This is a great opportunity to 
have a discussion with your child about their future plans and goals.  These lessons are a fantastic lead in to 
the visits in February from our high school counselors where students gather information to write their 9

th
 

grade schedule and four-year plan for grades 9-12.  The 7
th

 graders will begin their career unit with our career 
specialist second semester. 

We hope that all parents are accessing their childõs homework assignments and grades through Pro-
gress Book.   If you have not been able to log on to Progress Book, are having difficulty with it, or have ques-
tions regarding Progress Book, please call us.  This is a great tool for parents to check homework assignments, 
stay current on grades, see if their child is completing homework on time, view quiz and test scores, check at-
tendance, etc. and we want everyone to have access to it. 

The middle school will hold parent/student/teacher conferences on the evenings of Thursday, Novem-
ber 3 and Thursday, November 10.  Your childõs teachers or counselor will contact you if they see a need to 
meet with you and your child. You are not required to sign up for a meeting time.  However, please feel free 
to schedule one yourself if you would like. 

Weõre looking forward to a wonderful year with your children! 

 

Counselorsô Column 
Mrs. Eileen West, 8

th
 Grade                              Mrs. Tonya Huml, 7

th
 Grade 

330-908-6609       330-908-6608 

Eileen.west@nordoniaschools.org     tonya.huml@nordoniaschools.org   

mailto:Eileen.west@nordoniaschools.org
mailto:tonya.huml@nordoniaschools.org
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mentor office by phone at 330-
908-6219 or email at par-
ent.mentors@nordoniaschools.org 
or visit the parent mentor page on 

the district web site at: 

www.nordoniaschools.org/

ParentMentor.aspx 

 
Some services provided by the 
parent mentor include guiding 
parents through the special edu-
cation process including rights and 
responsibilities, listening and pro-
viding support to families and 
staff, providing information and 

About the Nordonia 
Hills Parent Mentor  

Program 
 

Ohio Parent Mentor projects are 
funded through grants from the 
Ohio Department of Education 
(ODE).  A Parent Mentor is the 
parent of a child with a disability 
employed to help school districts 
and families by providing train-
ing, support, and information ser-
vices.  Kitty Boylan is the parent 
mentor for the Nordonia School 
District.  You can reach the parent 

resources, attending IEP and other 
meetings when requested and con-
ducting information sessions and 
workshops.  Parents of typical stu-
dents are welcome to contact the 
parent mentor office with questions 

or concerns. 

 
The parent mentor project also pro-
vides a resource library for parents 
and staff.  There is a collection of 
books in each building office that 
are waiting to be borrowed!  For a 
complete book list contact the par-
ent mentor office or visit the parent 
mentor page on the district web site 

PARENT MENTOR PrOGRAM  

Our Fall Sports are un-

derway with nearly 200 

students involved in 

Cross County, Volleyball,  

and Football.  Our sched-

ules are posted on our 

website; http://

nordoniamiddleschoolath-

letics.com.  Fall sports 

award night is November 

1st at 6:00 P.M.   All stu-

dents are being asked to-

bring finger desserts to 

share.  

Participate in Target’s Take 

Charge of Education program    

by using the Redcard.  Target 

will donate up to 1% of their 

purchases to designated 

schools.  Last year NMS was 

awarded $311.53.  To see pro-

gram rules go to Target.com/

tcoe or call 1800-316-6142 for 

details.  

Our newsletter can be found on 

the Middle School  page at the 

District’s website.  If you do not 

have access to the web, paper 

copies are available in the main 

office. 

__________________________ 

FOOD SERVICES AT THE  

MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

LUNCH $3.00 

A la carte is available at lunch  

BREAKFAST $2.00 

Checks brought in to pay student 

lunch fees will not longer be ac-

cepted.  Cash and online payments 

are acceptable.  The website to make 

online payments is 

www.myschoolaccount.com.   There is 

a small fee to use this system.  

 

No lunch charges will be permitted.  

____________________________________ 

Clip box tops and earn cash 

for your school! 

Itõs easy to find Box Tops.  In fact 
you may have some in your 
home right now.  Clip Box Tops 
from hundreds of your favorite 
products. Each coupon is worth 
10 cents for your school and 
that adds up fast! A collection 
box is located  in the main office. 

NMS Recycles 

Please recycle paper and cardboard in 

receptacles near baseball field. 

mailto:parent.mentors@nordoniaschools.org
mailto:parent.mentors@nordoniaschools.org
https://legacy.neonet.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=16c4caa136c4408eade01be2c2b5bd2e&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nordoniaschools.org%2fParentMentor.aspx
https://legacy.neonet.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=16c4caa136c4408eade01be2c2b5bd2e&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nordoniaschools.org%2fParentMentor.aspx
http://nordoniamiddleschoolathletics.com/
http://nordoniamiddleschoolathletics.com/
http://nordoniamiddleschoolathletics.com/
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WHAT IS JTI? 
Junior Teen Institute (JTI) is a 

drug, alcohol, tobacco, and violence 

prevention youth group at the middle 

school level.  Middle school stu-

dents who are interested in drug 

prevention and community service 

projects are welcome at anytime. 

There is open enrollment all year 

round. Meetings are held in Room 

A110 at the Middle School from 2:50 -

3:50pm every 2 nd and 4th  Tuesdays of 

the month. If you have questions re-

garding this group, you can contact 

רּכֿקּתּכּ♬יּלּבֿ ♬וּיⱬ♬꞉ּתⱪ♬꞉ּתּקּבֿהּבֿמּףּמּזּהּךּ♬וֹ

Wallace, at 330 - 908- 6020 or email at 

deb.wallace@nordoniaschools.org . If 

your student has a question, Dr. Deb 

is in the Guidance Department at the 

Middle School every Tuesday.  
 

 

JTI Schedule 2011 - 12 

September 20 

October 11, 25  

October 24- 28 Red Ribbon Week 

November 8, 11 at HS 

    15 Untraditional Thanksgiv  
  ing at HS  

December 13 

January 10, 24  

February 4 Retreat Day  

    14, 28  

March 13, 16 Talent Show, 27  

April 24  

May 8 Game Night at HS, 22  

 

An Academic Consumable Fee will be charged for each 

student.  If you are financially unable to pay student fees 

for this current school year, you must show in writing, 

proof of one of the following:  qualification of free or re-

duced lunch program; welfare case load number; AFDC 

number or income verification which meets government 

guidelines.  Waiver forms are available in the Main Office.  

Regular academic fees should be paid in full at the time of 

notification.  Partial payments and a payment plan can be 

arranged with the bookkeeper. Payments will be applied 

against any previous outstanding balance. If no payment 

is made, records will not be released.  Any accumulative 

balances will remain open each year until graduation time.  

Middle School ð Academic Fee - $18.35, Athletic Fee - 

$100, Bands& Choir Fee $50 and Club Fee TBA.   For your 

convenience, an online payment service is available to pay 

all school fees at www.spsezpaynordonia.com.  Please 

make checks payable to: NHCS.  If you have any questions, 

please contact the bookkeeper @  

330-908-6604 . 

 

A WORD FROM OUR BOOKKEEPER 

TRIP GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

DONõT FORGET TO ORDER YOUR GIFT CARDS.  Or-

ders are taken each week throughout  the school 

year . 

A family purchases gift cards through the TRIP pro-

gram and redeems these gift cards when doing 

their daily purchases of groceries, gas, clothing, etc.  

Build up TRIP credits to be applied once a year by 

the school towards the studentõs class trip fees. Any 

excess credits earned will be applied to the TRIP As-

sistance Fund to help other students. 

If you have questions, contact the bookkeeper at 

330-908-6604 or email at 

adrea.rupp@nordoniaschools.org. 

 

 

ORDERS DUE EACH WEEK BY TUESDAYAT 12:00 PM. 

             PICKUP THE FOLLOWING THURSDAY7:30-9 AM & 1-3 PM 

¶ September 21  

Magazine Sale Kick Off Day  

¶ September 28  

Magazine Sale Turn in Day  

¶ October 5  

¶ Magazine Sale Turn in Day  

¶ October 12  

Magazine Sale Turn in Day  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

mailto:deb.wallace@nordoniaschools.org
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Nordonia City School District  

PTA Council presents 

the first annual 

  

Family Always First Night 
 

 

When: Tuesday, November 1, 2011 

       What: Celebrate your FAMILIES!! 

 

Plan to spend time with your family. 

 
× Play a card  game together 

× Watch home movies 

× Cook dinner together 

× Go hiking at a local park together  

× Tackle a family project together 

× Plan a special event that you all enjoy 

 

Our district has agreed to support families on this night with NO homework, no 
tests or projects and no assignments. We have also agreed to hold no regular sea-
son practices or rehearsals for students.  We hope you will take the evening to cele-
brate being a family.   
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When  purchas-

ing school clothes 

please remember 

the dress code. 

Nordonia Middle School students are expected to 

dress in a neat, clean and modest manner that en-

hances a positive school image.  Any apparel that 

violates health and safety codes is prohibited.  Cloth-

ing should not be worn with messages or graphics 

that promote or suggest profanity, gang affiliation, 

violence, substance abuse, or is considered to be 

suggestive, lewd or obscene.  If a student is unsure 

about the appropriateness of the outfit, it should 

not be worn to school.  Parental cooperation  

regarding appropriate dress and grooming is 

greatly appreciated. 

SCHOOL DRESS CODE 

¶ Hats/head coverings- Upon entering the building, students are expected to re-

move all head coverings. 

 Acceptable- barrettes, clips, scrunchies, headbands 

 Unacceptable- hats, bandannas, sweat bands, scarves, hoods 

¶ Shoes- Students must wear shoes at all times. 

 Acceptable- tennis shoes, hard-soled shoes, sandals 

 Unacceptable- slippers 

¶ Tops- All tops must be long enough to tuck in.  Tops must not be revealing 

cleavage or midriff ) .  Sleeves must cover the shoulder, and armholes may not 

expose one's side or underwear. Outerwear ( jackets and coats )  must be 

stored in the locker upon arrival to school. 

 Acceptable- T-shirts, sweatshirts, sweaters, blouses, polo/dress shirts 

 Unacceptable- tank tops, spaghetti straps, mesh or sheer shirts, undershirts, 

 muscle shirts 

¶ Bottoms- Pants, shorts or skirts must be secure above or at waist level.  Shorts 

and skirts must be at least fingertip length, including slits. 

 Acceptable- jeans, ( with no holes or tears )  casual or dress slacks, shorts, 

 sweatpants, skirts 

¶  Unacceptable- pajamas, boxers, spandex, thin knit or sheer bottoms, pants 

with words or graphics on the backside, jeans with holes or tears. 

¶ Other/Misc.- Jewelry is not to be worn during physical education classes or 

when participating in after-school athletics.  Any dress or grooming that has a 

distracting influence or is a possible safety hazard is not permitted. 

 Unacceptable- chains, spiked jewelry, face or body piercings, exposed tat-

toos, jewelry that is unsafe ( l arge or sharp ) , sunglasses. 

Book bags, backpacks and carryalls may not be carried during the regular 

school day and must be stored in student lockers.  No water bottles or drink 

containers may be carried into the school building. 

 

The Following Restrictions Apply To Student Dress: 

Administration re-

serves the right to 

 determine the appro-

priateness of appear-

ance.  Students who       

are  in violation of the 

school dress code will 

be issued clothes to 

wear for that day.  

Clothing must be      

returned to school the 

next day properly 

laundered. Habitual 

violations of the dress 

code may result in 

disciplinary action. 

 



9 

 

Team Typhoon  

 

Welcome to Team Typhoon!  We are looking forward to wonderful year with your child!  

We have gotten off to a great start, and appreciate that the students come ready to learn 

every day.  Please double check to make sure your student is bringing the appropriate sup-

plies to class every day.  When in doubt, do not hesitate to contact us.  Also, please make 

sure that your son or daughter is following the school-wide dress code that is detailed out in 

the student handbook.  Many fashions that are popular right now are creating an issue with 

our dress code.  Lastly, we are beginning to use our new reward system, Typhoon Tickets!  

Your son or daughter may receive a ticket during any core class.  These are given to stu-

dents that went the extra mile that day, improved a score, helped a studentéwe like to rec-

ognize great things!  In Language Arts, students will be writing letters to businesses ï both 

local and national.  Prizes will be donated to be auctioned off, and their Typhoon Tickets will 

come in handy for those auctions.  We plan on having two auctions this year; one in the win-

ter, and one near the end of the year.   

In Mrs. Berardinelliôs 7
th
 grade science classes, students have wrapped up the study of 

introductory metrics.  We are now moving into the study of ecosystems and their interac-

tions.  We will study predator-prey relationships, biomes, and food webs and chains.  In the 

8
th
 grade classrooms, we have begun our weather unit.  Students will be able to predict the 

weather using a weather map, and even know what weather is coming based on looking up 

at the sky.  Weôll explore severe weather, and look into some historical storms that have hit 

our country. 

In all language arts classes, we continue to hone our vocabulary skills and reinforce 

using the context of a passage to understand unfamiliar words during our Word Wisdom 

work.  The students have begun to read self-selected fiction books and engage in freewriting 

on a daily basis.  We have class discussions based upon these activities which allow for stu-

dents to share as they wish.   

Our 7
th
 graders are wrapping up their review of The Outsiders  by writing bio-poems 

using a character from the novel.  We will begin reading Rikki -Tikki -Tavi  and use this short 

story to introduce the students to figurative language such as simile, metaphor, hyperbole 

(exaggeration), onomatopoeia, and alliteration.  We will also reinforce plot model and focus 

on identifying main idea, theme and characterization. 

The 8
th
 graders are going to be demonstrating mastery of figurative language by writ-

ing a poem titled, I Am Fromé  We will also begin to read our first short story by OôHenry 

called A Retrieved Reformation.  Reinforcement of plot using the plot model and figurative 

language will be the central focus of our learning.  The students will also be exploring the 

concepts of irony, allusion (reference to something commonly known) and the different types 

of characters (round, flat, static). 

 Please continue to check Progress Book for homework assignments and daily class 

activities.  The students have been progressing nicely in terms of meeting classroom expec-

tations.  We hope to begin working more collaboratively as we settle into our daily routines. 

. 
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Notes of Interest from the Band  

 

As always, our school year is off and running with the 8
th

 grade performance at the 

September 16
th

 football game against Green.  The band joined the high school march-

ing band to perform an entertaining half time with òSweet Carolineó, I Gotta Feelingó 

and òThe Lion Sleeps Tonight.ó 

Robert Thorndike from Youngstown State University will be joining us this semester as 

he wraps up his Music Education Degree and student teaches the young Knights! 

The bands are busy preparing for their October 25
th

 band concert at the middle 

school gymnasium.  We are thinking that dressing in costume would be great fun!!!  I 

will let the kids know the verdict on that one soon! 

Please contact me if you have any questions or ideas!  See you on the 25
th

! 

 

Mary Schrembeck, Director of Middle School Bands 

330-908-6657 

In 8
th
 grade Social Studies, we are currently working on states and capitals in 

enrichment class. We have started by reviewing European exploration and coloni-

zation in America. We will continue on to study the original 13 colonies and lead to 

the American Revolution. I also have a student teacher in class from Kent State 

University, who will be teaching lessons and observing.  In 7
th
 grade Social Studies, 

we are currently working on map skills in enrichment class. We started the year by 

reviewing continents and oceans, latitude and longitude, and finding coordinate lo-

cations on a map. We have also started exploring Ancient India and will move on to 

Ancient China. I also have a student teacher in class from Kent State University, 

who will be teaching lessons and observing. 

In Mr. Merharôs 7
th
 grade math class, the students are working in the Variable 

and Patterns book where they are taking a bike tour and learning how to make 

equations from the table and graphs.  In the 8
th
 grade, the students are finishing 

the book Thinking with Mathematical Models where they are writing equations for 

lines from tables and graphs. 
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participation, homework, projects, quizzes and 
tests.  Students have a 13 Colonies Flag project, that 
will be due at the end of September.  After taking a unit 
test on the First Global Age, we will work through Oc-
tober studying the American Revolution.  In this unit 
the students will identify and explain the sources of 
conflict that led to the war, and the impact this war had 
on all that were involved.  We will have a unit Test at 

the end of October on this unit.  Students will once 
again be assessed throughout the unit on class partici-

pation, homework, projects and quizzes as well.     

Social Studies with Miss Kruse  

Team Thunderõs Social Studies classes have started the 
year learning about the First Global Age.  This unit will 
refresh some information learned at the end of 7

th
 grade 

as well as more information about the world of explora-
tion.  We will learn about the political, religious, and eco-
nomic aspects of European exploration, and then weõll 
focus in on Englandõs empire; the 13 Original Colo-
nies.  We will discuss early representative government 
and the conflict among colonial powers for control of 

North America.  Students will be assessed through class 

 

  

   thunder     

Science with Mrs. Urban  

In Mrs. Urbanõs Science Class, we are beginning the school year with a unit in Metrics in which we will be ex-

perimenting with a variety measurement tools and learning metric prefixes and base units.  After our Metrics 

Unit, we will move on to our Weather Unit in which we will learn how to read weather maps, learn the mean-

ing of many weather symbols, and discuss the weather phenomena that have been recently occurring in our 

world.  During both units, we will be completely various hands on activities and labs as well as a webquest 

toward the end of our weather unit. 

Language Arts  

Language Arts:  
  In Mrs. Shotwell's language arts class, we are exploring new vocabulary through the use of 
our Word Wisdom books.  We are also diving in to figurative language and creating "I Am 
From" poems, so please be sure to check out your students' poem!  In the coming weeks, the 
students will be focusing on short stories as we read "Retrieved Reformation" by O. Henry, 
and writing expository informal five paragraph essays.  It is going to be a very busy fall 
season!  

Math with Mr. DeMell  

Students on team Thunder in the connected math class will be working on extending their 
knowledge of linear relationships.  They will also explore and study nonlinear relationships like 
quadratic and exponential relationships.  They will learn to apply algebra to problem-solving 
tasks, which is a critical step in representing relationships in symbolic form so that the tools of al-
gebra can be applied effectively.  Students taking algebra on team Thunder will be working on 
laying a foundation for their study of algebra  concepts and the application of those concepts to 
problem solving situations.  They will begin by studying the real number system and arithmetic 
operations on those numbers.  This will lead into the study of variables and arithmetic operations 
on those variables. 

In Mrs. Shotwell's math class, we have started our tour of the Connected Math series, be-
ginning with the book "Thinking with Mathematical Models".  Within this book, the stu-
dents are learning how to describe relationships based on a graph or set of data.  They 
will also be learning how to use basic algebraic equations to solve multi - step problems.  
Ask your student to describe a graph using our new vocabulary words!  
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                    TEAM  CYCLONE  

 

 

 

Team Cyclone seems to be off to a fantastic beginning to the 2011-2012 

school year.  Please continue to check Progress Book to view grades and 

homework assignments.  Mrs. Malyõs Math classes are working diligently on 

Linear vs. Nonlinear Relationships.  In the next book they will be exploring how 

the Pythagorean Theorem was developed.  In Mr. Shankõs Social Studies class, 

we will examine North American exploration, English colonization, and the 

buildup to the American Revolution.  Please look for a handout detailing the 

Colonial Flag Project that is on the horizon!  Donõt forget- Visit mrshank.com 

for classroom news, lesson plan, homework assignments, binder list, and other 

important materials.  So far in Science we have been discussing and practicing 

the metric system and the scientific method. Soon we will begin our Weather 

unit. We will be examining what causes weather and how professionals in the 

field express weather on a weather map. In Mrs. Collins' language arts class 

we have been using figurative language in our writing pieces. Our most recent 

short story reading, A Retrieved Reformation, by O. Henry, focused on types of 

characters and surprise endings. October will be dedicated to a study of Edgar 

Allen Poe, including his life and selected works. We will continue to work on 

Word Wisdom in class, but study stacks are available on our edmodo.com 

page to help study.  Please let us know if you have questions, comments, or 

concerns about your son or daughter.  We are truly excited about our team 

this year and look forward to a wonderful school year!!  
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Encore 

 

In Mrs. Allenõs seventh and eighth grade art classes students have completed poster designs illustrat-

ing a safety rule.  Each poster design will be entered into a contest spon-

sored by the Summit County Prosecutorõs Office.  The winning poster de-

signs will be printed in a calendar which will be distributed throughout 

Summit County.  Seventh grade classes also created a name design using 

objects that reflect their personalities to create each letter. Eighth grade 

classes chose a word to illustrate.  An illuminated letter drawing will be cre-

ated incorporating either their first or last initial and adding ornamentation 

to enhance the letter for seventh grade students. Eighth grade students will 

create a kaleidoscope design. Students will also create prints of symbols us-

ing a print block that they design and carve themselves.  A drawing compo-

sition of their hands illustrating repeated patterns and designs will also be created this semester.  All 

classes will continue to refine drawing skills and explore other various art media throughout this se-

mester.  For questions, please contact Mrs. Allen at kim.allen@nordoniaschools.org or call 330-467-

0584. 

Welcome to Eighth Grade ART! All of Mrs. Hopkinsõ eighth grade Art students began the se-

mester with a graphic design. The assignment was an illustration using symbolic imagery, crea-

tive lettering and symbols, with the theme òAll About Me!ó ð - most teenagerõs favorite topic! 

The next assignment will be a kaleidoscope -style repeat pattern design, incorporating radial 

symmetry, balance, and contrasting colors. This fall, students will be developing their portrai-

ture skills with several assignments involving the human face: realistic facial drawings, carica-

tures, abstract paintings, and plaster mask making. I look forward to a fun and creative semes-

ter with your young artists!  Please feel free to contact me by phone or via email 

(jill.hopkins@nordoniaschools.org ) with any questions or concerns.  

Physical Education ð Mrs. Covin 

Welcome 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade students!  This year students enrolled in Physical Education and Health 

will have the opportunity to have both classes all year!  Students will rotate every three weeks be-

tween PE and Health.  On the student report card, one grade will reflect student achievement in 

both Health (50%) and PE (50%).  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or con-

cerns! 

 

Mr. Spellmanõs physical education classes are taking advantage of the beautiful 
fall weather by playing soccer outdoors.  Team size is minimized for maximum 
participation by all.  Classes will rotate between health and physical education 
every three weeks.  Check progressbook for class updates. 

mailto:kim.allen@nordoniaschools.org
mailto:jill.hopkins@nordoniaschools.org
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 NEWS FLASH FROM TEAM LIGHTNING 

 Team Lightning seventh graders, formerly known as Team 5, have settled into their new 

school, new team and new teachers.  One of the first items on our agenda this year was to vote on a 

new team name.  The students were ―struck‖ with the name lightning, so that is our new moniker.  We 

have also spent time getting to know each other through ice breaker activities. Now, lockers have been 

assigned, rules and procedures have been addressed, and the classes are ―sizzling‖ with activities and 

learning.   

 In Mr. Petsche’s World History class, students will use their knowledge of geography and his-

tory to explore Ancient India.  Students will create comic strips about Buddhism and Hinduism in the 

computer lab to teach other classmates about the differences between the two religions.  After we have 

explored Ancient India’s geography, history, and religion, we will dive into the history of China. 

Mrs. Bailey’s math classes are working in with variables and patterns using words, tables, 

graphs, and equations.  These mathematical ideas and skills introduce basic tools used in alge-

bra.   Student textbooks can be found online at mrpilato.com . 

Mr. Edgar is very excited about teaching science this year. The program’s resources have eve-

rything students need to make sure they get the most out of learning science while having fun. The 

labs and activities incorporate scientific instruments, offering students insight into modern scientific 

investigation. Topics covered this year include ecology, diversity of living things, genetics, cell biol-

ogy, and changes over time. Mr. Edgar looks forward to getting to know each of his students. 

In Language Arts, students will continue to hone their vocabulary skills with the Word Wisdom 

program.  Students apply context clues strategies, find roots and affixes, and use a wide variety of 

word attack skills to become familiar with ten new words per week.  Students began the year review-

ing literary terms and the plot model.  They applied many of these to their summer reading and have 

carried them over into the short story ―Rikki-tikki-tavi‖ by Rudyard Kipling.  Also, the students will 

soon begin the novel, Crash, by Jerry Spinelli.  The novel, about a seventh grade football player 

named Crash Coogan, uses humor and realistic middle school scenarios to teach some life lessons 

about bullying, family relationships and true friendship.   

Again this year, students will be asked to purchase the two required reading books for Lan-

guage Arts. Crash ($4.25) by Jerry Spinelli and The Watsons Go to Birmingham ($4.25) by Christo-

pher Paul Curtis will be on sale in our student bookstore.  They do not have to buy them here, but we 

are making them available for your convenience.  Having their own copy of the book will allow stu-

dents to carry the books home each night, and it will enable them to take notes in them and highlight 

important passages.  Students will receive more information on these books as they get closer to using 

them.  

Please use Progress Book to keep up to date on assignments, homework, and grades.  It is very 

important that students come prepared to class with all materials and completed assignments.  Stu-

dents not completing assignments on a regular basis will fall behind very quickly, so please help your 

child set up routines for doing homework and studying.  Even if the students do not have written 

homework, they should frequently review their notes, vocabulary and class work in order to prepare 

for tests and quizzes.  If you should have any questions, please feel free to contact the team at any 

time.   
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Team Wildfire is off to a roaring start this school year. We would like to thank all of you who 

came to Curriculum Night. As teachers, we really appreciate the parental support. Please remember to 

check Progress Book frequently to stay apprised of your learnersõ homework assignments, any missing 

work, and grades.  

Also, if you have not joined PTSA, we would really appreciate the support. They help fund many things 

to benefit our students. We also appreciate donations of facial tissues for our team.  

In Mrs. Tylickiõs science classes, students have been honing up their inquiry skills. We have been explor-

ing nature and making observations for an outside class. Also, they have learned that a good quality of 

scientists is to be skeptical so that we question and want to learn more. We now know how inferences 

are formed and how bias can skew scientific data. Students learned about lab safety and following di-

rections. The Wildfire scientists are also learning how to write up formal lab reports and present their 

data in a useable form. Soon we will dive into our text, Environmental Science , and begin our study of 

the worldõs biomes and the flora and fauna that inhabit them.  

During math class we are using the book Variables and Patterns , which is the introduction to algebra.  

Many problems require predicting how changes in the values of one variable are related to changes in 

the values of another.  To help the students solve such problems, they can represent the relationships 

between variables using word descriptions, tables, graphs, and equations.  

Initially, students reviewed map skills to practice with longitude and latitude.  The first stop for our 

World History travelers is India and China. While here, the students will discover Indian and Chinese 

advancements in science, art, and learning, while exploring the rise and fall of ancient civilizations.  

Notes will be taken, Power Points will be shared, and project based assessments will be our vehicle for 

learning along the way.      

The plot thickens in Language Arts, as we familiarize ourselves with the classic plot elements of exposi-

tion, preliminary situation, initial incident, rising action, climax, falling action, conclusion, and denoue-

ment.    

In the weeks ahead, discussion also encompasses characterization and literary devices writers use to 

draw us readers into their works of short fiction.  And some of the short story selections weõll read 

come from the best of the best:  Rudyard Kipling, Washington Irving, O. Henry, and James Thurber.     

 

 In October, weõll read the novel, Crash, by contemporary young adult writer, Jerry Spinelli.  This is a 

humorous look at life as a pre -teen, and carries some solid life lessons as Crash Coogan goes from bully 

to considerate friend.  Team Wildfire students may purchase a copy of Crash (under $5) at the school 

bookstore, borrow the book from a friend (an older sibling perhaps?), or check out from the library.  

Two weeksõ notice will be given prior to the start of this reading selection.   

 

Parent-teacher conferences are planned for the evenings of November 3 th  and  10th .  Please notify the 

main office at 330 -467 -0584 to schedule a time if you would like a conference.  
 


