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From the Principal: 

We Have Come a Long Way – Thank Goodness 

 

As the father of young daughters I have always worked to ensure that 
young ladies have the same opportunities as young men.  Nowadays 
these opportunities and expectations are commonplace but it wasn’t al-
ways that way. The following is an excerpt from the July 1943 issue of 
Transportation Magazine.  It was a guide for hiring women. This was se-
rious and written for male supervisors of women in the workforce dur-
ing World War II - a mere 67 years ago!  This demonstrates how far our 
thinking has come as a nation and I hope it will provide a chuckle or 
two. 
 
Eleven Tips on Getting More Efficiency Out of Women Employees: 
 
There's no longer any question whether transit companies should hire 
women for jobs formerly held by men. The draft and manpower short-
age has settled that point. The important things now are to select the most efficient women available 
and how to use them to the best advantage.  Here are eleven helpful tips on the subject from West-
ern Properties: 
 
1. Pick young married women. They usually have more of a sense of responsibility than their unmar-
ried sisters, they're less likely to be flirtatious, they need the work or they wouldn't be doing it, they 
still have the pep and interest to work hard and to deal with the public efficiently. 
 
2. When you have to use older women, try to get ones who have worked outside the home at some 
time in their lives. Older women who have never contacted the public have a hard time adapting 
themselves 
 and are inclined to be cantankerous and fussy. It's always well to impress upon older women the 
importance of friendliness and courtesy. 
 
3. General experience indicates that "husky" girls -those who are just a little on the heavy side - are 
more even-tempered and efficient than their underweight sisters. 
 
4. Retain a physician to give each woman you hire a special physical examination - one covering fe-
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male conditions. This step not only protects the property against the possibilities of lawsuit, but also 
reveals whether the employee-to-be has any female weaknesses which would make her mentally or 
physically unfit for the job. 
 
5. Stress at the outset the importance of time, the fact that a minute or two lost here and there 
makes serious inroads on schedules. Until this point is gotten across, service is likely to be slowed up. 
 
6. Give the female employee a definite day-long schedule of duties so that they'll keep busy! 
without bothering the management for instructions every few minutes. Numerous properties say 
that women make excellent workers when they have their jobs cut out for them, but that they lack 
initiative in finding work themselves. 
 
7. Whenever possible, let the inside employee change from one job to another at some time during 
the day. Women are inclined to be less nervous and happier with change. 
 
8. Give every girl an adequate number of rest periods during the day. You have to make some allow-
ances for feminine psychology. A girl has more confidence and is more efficient if she can keep her 
hair tidied, apply fresh lipstick and wash her hands several times a day. 
 
9. Be tactful when issuing instructions or in making criticisms. Women are often sensitive; they can't 
shrug off harsh words the way men do.  Never ridicule a woman - it breaks her spirit and cuts off her 
efficiency. 
 
10. Be reasonably considerate about using strong language around women.  Even though a girl's 
husband or father may swear vociferously, she'll grow to dislike a place of business where she hears 
too much of this. 
 
11. Get enough size variety in operator's uniforms so that each girl can have a proper fit. This point 
can't be stressed too much in keeping women happy. 

 

 

Dave Wilson, Principal 
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Counselors’ Column 

Mrs. Eileen West, 8
th

 Grade                              Mrs. Tonya Huml, 7
th

 Grade  

 

 Congratulations to the 10 seventh grade winners and the 10 eighth grade 

winners of the $25 Best Buy gift cards.  All students who put forth effort while tak-

ing the Ohio Achievement Assessments were eligible for this random drawing.  

 A big thank you goes out to the eighth grade leadership students for plan-

ning and carrying out a fun Knight Way celebration.  This event took place on Fri-

day, April 30 on the fields at the middle school and a great time was had by all.      

 On Wednesday, May 12 from 5:30-6:30pm and on Thursday, May 16 from 

3:15-4:30 the middle school will open its doors for a walk through for students en-

tering the middle school next school year.  There is no formal program that night, 

just an opportunity to see the building and classrooms.   

 Nordonia Middle School will hold its annual academic awards program on 

Wednesday, May 26 at 7:00pm.  Parents of students earning an academic award 

will receive an invitation in the mail.   

 Also on Wednesday, May 26 the Knight Way students will participate in a 

field trip to the Omnimax Theater.  Permission forms went out on May 3 and are 

due in the office by Monday, May 10.  Students will depart the middle school at 

9:45am and return by 1:30pm and are required to bring a sack lunch that day for a 

picnic at the Great Lakes Science Center.     

 Mrs. West and Mrs. Huml will be in the office through June 16 and will return 

from summer break on August 16.   

     Have a great summer!   
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O U R  N E W S L E T T E R  C A N  B E  

F O U N D  O N  T H E  M I D D L E  

S C H O O L   P A G E A T  T H E  

D I S T R I C T õS  W E B S I T E .   I F  

Y O U  D O  N O T  H A V E  A C C E S S  

T O  T H E  W E B ,  P A P E R 

C O P I E S  A R E  A V A I L A B L E  I N  

T H E  M A I N  O F F I C E .  

    HEINEN’S ABC School  

       Donation Program 

  

No Paper Report Cards?  What’s That All About? 

In an effort to save money on rather expensive report card forms and to become more 
“green”, Nordonia Middle School will not be mailing home paper report cards for the second 
or third grading periods.  We will recognize students who make the honor roll. Please check 
for your child’s grades on Progress Book.  If you need a printed copy of a report card please 
contact the main office. A final report card in June will have the grades for all four grading 

period and will be mailed home. 

Customers are required to 

register the school of choice 

each year.  Last yearõs partici-

pants  with computers may log 

into Heinenõs Tasteful Re-

wards profile to select a 

school at 

www.heinensrewards.com.  
Those without computers may 

call  216-475 -2300 ext. 2337.  

Each year Heinenõs donates 

more than $200,000 to area 

schools and organizations 

through the ABC School Do-

nation Program.  Just by en-

rolling in the program and 

shopping at Heinenõs funds 

are raised.  

    Delayed Starts 2010 -11 School Year  

    New for the 2010-11 delayed start dates  

The Nordonia Hills City School is continuously evaluating all aspects of the school organization, 

striving for continued excellence, all while being prudent and fiscally responsible.  The Nordonia 

Hills Board of Education voted and approved the school calendars for the 2010-11 and 2011-12 

school years at the January 11, 2010 Board of Education meeting. 

 

New for the 2010-11 school year - four ( 4 )  delayed start days on November 12, 2010, February 

11, 2011, March 21, 2011, and May 19, 2011.  On these late start days, school will start ex-

actly two hours later  with teachers and staff using this time for in-house professional develop-

ment. If you have any questions or concerns on these late start days - please check with your stu-

dent's building principal or contact the Board of Education at 330-467-0580. 
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Notes from the Library: 

Where has this school year 
gone? It is hard to believe 
this is the last òNotes from 
the Libraryó for the school 
year!  

§ We wrapped up all re-
search projects, including 
Team Rooõs Explorer and 
Scientist research paper 
and Team Wildcatõs Gov-
ernment Agency project. 
It has been stressed to the 
students all year to be 
cautious when looking on 
the Internet for research 
information. It is impor-
tant that they double-
check all information and 
evaluate each site in order 
to verify that the informa-
tion is accurate and cur-
rent.  

§ The Scholastic Book Fair, 
sponsored by the PTSA 
was a huge success! We 
raised money which will 
be used to order some 
books for students as well 
as teacher materials. 
Thank you for all your 
support!  

§ The Nordonia Middle 
School Book Club cele-
brated its first year with a 
special excursion to 
Rosatiõs Ice Cream Stand 
for some sweet treats! The 

Summer Reading pro-
gram at the Nordonia 
Hills Public Library-it is 
a great way to motivate 
students to keep read-
ing! They offer prizes 
and programs for all 
ages, so make sure to 
sign up.  

For the latest news and 
events, please visit the li-
brary page on the Nordonia 
Middle School Website. The 
link is on the left side of the 
middle school homepage.  

Have a wonderful summer!  

 

Mrs. Wojtecki and~Mrs. 
Kuboff 

 

genres we talked 
about were award-
winning books and 
new formats of read-
ing materials, such as 
e-books and Play-
aways.  

§ The Book Club also 
made Duct tape crafts 
at one of our meet-
ings, and they turned 
out great! Thanks to 
the PTSA for the grant 
which made the mate-
rials possible for this 
activity. 

§ We are always taking 
book donations-if  you 
have any middle 
school appropriate 
books in new or good 
condition, feel free to 
send them in with 
your child. If  they 
match the reading 
levels and overall cur-
riculum here in our 
school, we will add 
them to our collec-
tion!  

§ We wish the 8th grad-
ers the best of luck at 
the high school and 
will see the 7th grad-
ers next school year. 
Have a wonderful and 
relaxing summer. 
Donõt forget about the 

NOTES FROM THE LIBRARY  
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An Academic Consumable Fee will be charged for each student.  If you are financially 

unable to pay student fees for this current school year, you must show in writing, 

proof of one of the following:  qualification of free or reduced lunch program; wel-

fare case load number; AFDC number or income verification which meets govern-

ment guidelines.  Waiver forms are available in the Main Office.  Regular academic 

fees should be paid in full at the time of notification.  Partial payments and a payment 

plan can be arranged with the bookkeeper. Payments will be applied against any pre-

vious outstanding balance. If no payment is made, records will not be released.  Any 

accumulative balances will remain open each year until graduation time.  Middle 

School – Academic Fee - $60.00, Athletic Fee - $42.50, Band & Club Fee $10.00 If you 

have any questions, please contact the bookkeeper @ 330-908-6604  Please make 

checks payable to: Nordonia Middle School . 

 

  A WORD FROM OUR BOOKKEEPER 

 

 GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

DON’T FORGET TO ORDER YOUR GIFT CARDS.  Orders are taken each week throughout  the school 

year .A family purchases gift cards through the TRIP program and redeems these gift cards 

when doing their daily purchases of groceries, gas, clothing, etc.  

Build up TRIP credits to be applied once a year by the school towards the student’s class 

trip fees. Any excess credits earned will be applied to the TRIP Assistance Fund to help 

other students. 

If you have questions, contact the bookkeeper at 330-908-6604 or email at  

andrea.cortez@nordoniaschools.org. 

 

NMS is pleased to announce that academic and athletic fees can be paid 
online using EZPay.  More information can be found on the NMS webpage 

under links.  

 

TRIP updates can be found on the NMS web site.  

 EZ Pay Program 
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No  

Slippers! 

Nordonia Middle School students are expected to 

dress in a neat, clean and modest manner that en-

hances a positive school image.  Any apparel that 

violates health and safety codes is prohibited.  Cloth-

ing should not be worn with messages or graphics 

that promote or suggest profanity, gang affiliation, 

violence, substance abuse, or is considered to be 

suggestive, lewd or obscene.  If a student is unsure 

about the appropriateness of the outfit, it should 

not be worn to school.  Parental cooperation  

regarding appropriate dress and grooming is 

greatly appreciated. 

SCHOOL DRESS CODE 

¶ Hats/head coverings- Upon entering the building, students are expected to re-

move all head coverings. 

 Acceptable- barrettes, clips, scrunchies, headbands 

 Unacceptable- hats, bandannas, sweat bands, scarves, hoods 

¶ Shoes- Students must wear shoes at all times. 

 Acceptable- tennis shoes, hard-soled shoes, sandals 

 Unacceptable- slippers 

¶ Tops- All tops must be long enough to tuck in.  Tops must not be revealing 

cleavage or midriff ) .  Sleeves must cover the shoulder, and armholes may not 

expose one's side or underwear. Outerwear ( jackets and coats )  must be 

stored in the locker upon arrival to school. 

 Acceptable- T-shirts, sweatshirts, sweaters, blouses, polo/dress shirts 

 Unacceptable- tank tops, spaghetti straps, mesh or sheer shirts, undershirts, 

 muscle shirts 

¶ Bottoms- Pants, shorts or skirts must be secure above or at waist level.  Shorts 

and skirts must be at least fingertip length, including slits. 

 Acceptable- jeans, ( with no holes or tears )  casual or dress slacks, shorts, 

 sweatpants, skirts 

¶  Unacceptable- pajamas, boxers, spandex, thin knit or sheer bottoms, pants 

with words or graphics on the backside, jeans with holes or tears. 

¶ Other/Misc.- Jewelry is not to be worn during physical education classes or 

when participating in after-school athletics.  Any dress or grooming that has a 

distracting influence or is a possible safety hazard is not permitted. 

 Unacceptable- chains, spiked jewelry, face or body piercings, exposed tat-

toos, jewelry that is unsafe ( l arge or sharp ) , sunglasses. 

Book bags, backpacks and carryalls may not be carried during the regular 

school day and must be stored in student lockers.  No water bottles or drink 

containers may be carried into the school building. 

 

The Following Restrictions Apply To Student Dress: 

Administration re-

serves the right to 

 determine the appro-

priateness of appear-

ance.  Students who       

are  in violation of the 

school dress code will 

be issued clothes to 

wear for that day.  

Clothing must be      

returned to school the 

next day properly 

laundered. Habitual 

violations of the dress 

code may result in 

disciplinary action. 
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ART     Mrs. Hopkin’s As 

we head into the final grad-

ing period, Eighth Grade Art 

students in Mrs. Hopkins’ 

classes will be involved in cre-

ating OP ART, a style that was 

popularized in the 1960’s, in-

volving optical illusion, per-

spective, and geometric 

shapes.  This will be followed 

by an in-depth printmaking 

unit.  We still  have lots of 

work to do before June! 

Congratulations to the follow-

ing students for receiving 

“Honorable Mention” awards 

in the annual Akron Institute 

of Architects drawing/t-shirt 

contest:  Terrance Pannell, 

Zack Hutnyan, Megan Luce, 

Nate Scott, Myranda Cannell, 

and Chandler Waldemarson. 

We are very proud of Emily 

Williamson for receiving a 

First Place for middle school 

entries, county wide, for her  

beautiful architectural draw-

ing. These seven students 

were honored at an awards 

banquet in early May. Excel-

lent job, eighth graders! 

Art work from semester two 

students will be returned dur-

ing the last week of classes. 

Watch for the portfolios to 

come home and be sure to 

talk to your teens about their 

TECH ED  W/ Mr. Edgar 

Architecture:  

8
th

 grade students are cur-

rently designing, construct-

ing and testing a prototype 

bridge.  The bridges will be 

tested to determine it’s struc-

tural efficiency.  The students 

will end the school year ex-

ploring alternative energy 

sources.  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  w/ 

Mrs. Covin 

Eighth grade PE classes 

are enjoying the warm 

temperatures outdoors!  

Students will finish the 

school year learning 

about Football and Soft-

ball skills and game strate-

gies.  I would like to thank 

all of my 8
th

 grade stu-

dents for a wonderful 

year and wish you the 

best of luck in high 

school! 

8th Grade Encore 

beautiful creations! Thanks for 

a great year and best wishes 

for an excellent high school 

experience! 
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                   TEAM GATOR     

 

 The teachers of Team Gator are very proud of their students.  They took the Ohio 

Achievement Assessment in April and worked hard to prepare for it.  We also started a Gator 

Reward raffle ticket incentive program for students who are showing positive behaviors in class 

such as participation, homework completion, leadership, and test/quiz scores.  If a teacher rec-

ognizes a student for any of these behaviors, he or she will give the student a ticket to be en-

tered in for a raffle. Each week we pick three students who will win a small prize of their 

choice.  Their pictures are then put on the wall in our hallway and announced to the team.  We 

are very proud of these students and enjoy recognizing them for their positive behaviors.  We 

hope that they keep up the good work. 

 Students recently returned from a field trip to the Hanna Theater at Playhouse Square 

where they were fortunate to view an adaptation of ñA Midsummerôs Night Dreamò by William 

Shakespeare.  We think the students thoroughly enjoyed themselves and they were able to see 

an alternative version of the play that they read in Language Arts class. 

 The 8th grade class trip to Pittsburgh and end-of-the-year 8th grade celebration on the 

Nautica Queen is soon to come this month and weôre excited for these two trips and to spend 

time with our students outside of the classroom.  Their last day of Middle School will be a 

slideshow of pictures of the school year and Nordoniaôs Got Talent, an 8th grade talent show. 

 In Science classes we are wrapping up their study of plate tectonics, earthquakes and vol-

canoes.  We will build water rockets that we will launch in the last weeks of school.  Some of 

the rockets can travel the length of the soccer field. 

 French--Attention parents and students!  The French, Spanish and German teachers at the 

Middle School would like to thank you for a wonderful year.  We believe that the study of 

World Languages is critical to a successful future for our students.  Remember that an early 

start and continued study is the best way to learn a new language.  In our global society this is 

very important for future careers.  As you plan your high school choices be sure to include 

French I, German I , or Spanish I in your program of studies Freshman Year.  This will give you 

a fine start to that Honors Diploma, which requires 3-4 years of World Language.  A  or B stu-

dents should definitely take a World Language.  There is still time to sign up!   

 It has been a pleasure teaching the Gators this year and we wish them good luck in high 

school!!!! 
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explaining the cause rela-

tionships of the Civil War 

including significant indi-

viduals, the Emancipation 

Proclamation and the ef-

fects on Reconstruction; 

including amendments to 

the Constitution and the 

enforcement of black 

codes.  

 

 

Social Studies  

Through the rest of the 

year, we will be studying 

two units that cover the 

Civil War.  Unit 6; The Civil 

War, will focus on explana-

tions of the causes for the 

Civil War with an emphasis 

on slavery, statesõ rights, 

extension of slavery, the 

abolitionist movement, the 

addition of new states, and 

the emergence of Lincoln 

as a national figure.   The 

next, Unit 7; Civil War & Re-

construction, will focus on 

Parents and Students!  

It's not too late to change 

your 9th grade schedule 

to take French, German, 

or Spanish. All students 

with an A or B average are 

encouraged to take a for-

eign language in the 9th 

grade, because research 

has shown that the earlier 

one starts to study a for-

eign language, the easier 

it is to learn. Don't wait 

until the 10th grade 

(unless you have a C or D 

average).  

Cheetahs     

Science with Mrs. Urban   

In science, we are continuing our Plate Tectonics Unit in which we are learning about Earth’s inte-
rior and the movement of the continental and oceanic plates.  In the final weeks, we will be discuss-
ing and learning about the three types of plate boundaries (convergent, divergent, and transform), 
continental drift, sea-floor spreading, magnetic reversal and faults.  We will also be learning about 
natural phenomena such as earthquakes and volcanoes.  We have many labs and activities planned 
for the remainder of the Plate Tectonics Unit including the creation of our own volcanoes in which 
we will have the opportunity to erupt them after building them.   

Language Arts with Ms. Blair   

Team Cheetah students will be studying Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream during the last 
quarter.  The eighth grade students will be attending a matinee of the play at the Hannah Theater 
on Tuesday, May 11.  Studetns will memorize and recite Titania's speech.  They will also perform 
scenes from the play in small groups and perform a dance as part of the wedding celebration  as a 
culminating activity.   

 

8th Grade German  

Math with Mr. DeMell  

Students on team Cheetah in the connected math class are working on completing 
their study of linear equations and will relate those concepts to working with inequali-
ties.  They will then work on solving systems of equations.  Students taking algebra on 
team Cheetah are working on a unit involving probability.  The will then study expo-
nential and radical functions. 
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     Team Coyote  

  

 

  

In Mrs. Berardinelliôs science classes, we are deep into the study of plate tectonics.  

We just wrapped up learning about earthquakes ï we studied where they occur and 

why, how they are measured, and the effects.  Now, we are focusing on volcanoes.  

Students will know what they underlying cause is, how each volcano differs, and other 

things that come out of them besides lava.  After the study of plate tectonics, we will 

explore topographic maps. 

  

In Connected Math, we have just started working through a new book, The Shapes of 
Algebra. In this book we will be working more with linear equations and inequalities. 

We have just finished working through investigation 1 which looked at circles, mid-

points, parallel and perpendicular lines. We are now are starting investigation 2 which 

will focus more on linear inequalities.  In Algebra, we just finished chaper 10 which 

focused on data representations and probability. As we start chapter 11, we will be 

looking at functions again by reviewing  linear and quadratic functions, and learning 

about exponential and radical functions. 

  

En espanol, we will be playing Simon says..., singing "Head, shoulders, knees and 

toes," playing "hide the koosh ball" game and studying the Aztecs.   Students will also 

be doing a Mexico Internet project.  

  

In Mr. Shankôs social studies class, we will conclude the year with our Civil War 

Unit.  Special attention will be given to the following topics: 1) specific causes of the 

war, 2) first -hand accounts from the battlefront, 3) contributions made by the Union/

Confederate leaders, and 4) the outcomes of specific battles (Gettysburg, etc).   Please 

look for an ñInvitationò assignment and Civil War Project in the near future!   

  

In Language Arts with Ms. Davis, students are reading A Midsummer Nightôs Dream 

by William Shakespeare.  On May 11th, all 3 eighth grade teams will visit the Great 

Lakes Theatre production of this romantic comedy. 
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7th Grade Encore 

 

In the last few weeks of the school year, students in Health Education will be concentrating on 

a variety of different areas.  We want to make sure that we continue to build 

skills in order to improve our health literacy.  Students are learning about deal-

ing with our growing and changing bodies, the risks of tobacco, health related 

careers,  and financial literacy.  

 

Physical education students have been busy learning and playing basketball, volley-

ball, floor hockey and badminton.  Students will finish up the school year by playing 

flag - football, soccer, softball and ultimate Frisbee. Mr. Spellman would like to wish 

all students the best and most enjoyable summer.  

 

Family and consumer science  classes will be learning how to prepare nu-

tritious breakfast foods such as omelets and crepes.  In May they will em-

bark on their greatest challenge, the breads unit!  In this unit they will learn 

how to prepare yeast bread dough from scratch and from it into personal 

pan pizzas.  

 

®Ód²×Ørd¦ÑÑÊÓ̃ØdØÊÈÔÓÉdØÊÒÊØÙÊ×dÆ×ÙdÈÑÆØØÊØpdØÙÚÉÊÓÙØdÈÔÒÕÑÊÙÊÉdÆdÈÆ×ÙÔÔÓdØÙÞÑÊdÉ×ÆÜÎÓÌdÔËdÆd

rabbit taking on human characteristics.  Students have also created a painting of a product 

design focusing on a complimentary color scheme, like the artist Andy Warhol.  A mixed media 

project of an animal based on the art of Laurel Burch has also been created by the seventh 

grade art students. All classes hand built a luminary out of clay which you should be enjoying 

at home very soon.  In the near future students will be working on an illumi-

nated letter design using either the first or last initial of their name.  Stu-

dents will also be working on a fiber arts project before this year comes to 

an end.  All art projects that have not been taken home yet will be sent 

home at the end of the school year; please take a moment to look at the 

×ÊØÚÑÙØdÔËdÞÔÚ×dÈÍÎÑÉ̃ØdÊËËÔ×ÙØdÉÚ×ÎÓÌdÆ×ÙdÈÑÆØØdÙÍÎØdÞÊÆ×rdd®dÍÔÕÊdÊÛÊ×ÞÔÓÊd

has a safe and enjoyable summer.  
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 News from the Wildcats’ Den 

 It’s hard to believe that we are already in the last quarter of the school year! It is true that time 

flies when you are having fun. Our students have had a busy time here in preparing and taking the 

Ohio Achievement Assessment.  We also celebrated Earth Day as a team doing a spring clean up 

around the building picking up trash and pulling weeds. There is even more going on the next few 

weeks.  

Our team field trip is planned for May 27
th

 for Education Days with the Akron Aeros. Likewise, 

the entire seventh grade class will travel to Columbus on June 4. This is a great chance for students 

to learn things that cannot be presented in the classrooms. They have a chance to visit our state 

capitol building to witness firsthand the operation of our state government. We plan to visit the 

arena at The Ohio State University, as well. Also, we will tour Olentangy Caverns. This will be a great 

trip. Please refer to the parent information sheet for appropriate dress code for our visit to Columbus. 

Students are asked to represent Nordonia in a positive light. Therefore, no jeans are permitted. 

 Science classes with Mrs. Tylicki have just finished the unit of diversity of living things. Students 

enjoyed learning about various organisms from the simplest bacteria to the most complex, the hu-

man. The worm dissection was a warm-up for invertebrates, which led us to study vertebrates, in-

cluding a dissection of a fish. The body system plans were learned and then applied to a lesson in 

human anatomy. Students were amazed with a dissection of a cow heart. In such a huge organ, the 

various chambers and vessels were much more obvious. The next course of study will include, cell 

biology, genetics, and evolution.  WE have a guest speaker visiting our team in May who will be pre-

senting real case studies from his veterinarian clinic. These are great inquiry lessons and show career 

options as well. 

 Social studies students in Mrs. Sekulich have travelled through time this past quarter. The stu-

dents have studied the Renaissance and learned about the culture and art that it encompasses. Stu-

dents had the chance for a role play of Michelangelo while painting on their backs. This authentic 

experience gave them a better perspective of not only his work, but also the concentration required 

for his famous art. The remainder of the year will focus on Africa and explorers. 

  Mr. Merhar’s math classes have just begun the study of probability and expected values. In 

this unit, the students will be evaluating games of chance, and determining if a game is fair.  Prob-

ability will be studied using an area model. They will be able to simulate a probability situation and 

compare expected values, and binomial outcomes, including a baseball series. This is perfect timing 

to correlate with our Akron Aeros field trip and the study of heredity in science classes and Punnett 

Square probability. 

 Language arts students did a great job on their research projects learning about government 

agencies. They had been working hard preparing for achievement tests. Students continue to hone 

writing skills with Mrs. Vinson and her student teacher, Mrs. Harris. Topics to be covered fourth quar-

ter include: sentence combining, patterns of organization, and grammar. Classes will continue to 

read and analyze literary techniques used in stories and poetry.  Students will also practice public 

speaking and drama. 
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THE OWLS 

  

It’s hard to believe, but the end of the school 

year is almost upon us.  With that said, Team 

Owl teachers would like to have a strong fin-

ish to the school year.  In Ms. Underwood’s 

language arts classes, students will be ending 

the year with a unit on poetry.  In this unit, 

students will be learning to interpret and use 

various types of figurative language.  In addi-

tion, language arts students will continue to 

polish their written expression skills as they 

work on writing narratives.   Don’t forget that 

all students will be required to read two books 

from the summer reading list and complete a 

story map for each book before next school 

year.  Check the District Website near the end 

of the year for more detailed instructions.  

     Mrs. Bailey’s math classes will be winding 

up their exploration of algebraic concepts and 

linear relationships as they complete the book, 

Moving Straight Ahead.  Concepts learned in 

this book will form the foundation for future 

math classes in high school including Algebra 

I and II.  In the final Connected Math book of 

the year, students will be examine probability 

and expected value in the book, What Do You 
Expect?   

     In social studies, Mr. Pilato’s students will 

complete their study of the early western Afri-

can empires of Mali, Ghana and Zimbabwe.  

The Owl students will finish the year learning 

about modern day explorers and inventions 

as well as the discovery of America.  Once we 

“drop the 7
th

 graders off in the New World,” 

the 8
th

 grader social studies teachers will pick 

up where we left off next year with the study 

of American History.   

     Last but not least, Mr. Capretta’s sci-

ence classes will be studying the fascinat-

ing science of genetics.  During this unit, 

students will see why organisms have the 

traits that they do and how these traits 

have been passed down over genera-

tions.  In addition, they will examine fossil 

records and track how species have 

changed over time.  Finally, the classes 

will wrap up the year looking at popula-

tions of organisms and how certain traits 

appear because of the environment 

around them.   It is sure to be an interest-

ing topic. 

     Team Owl teachers would like to take 

this opportunity to thank all of you for 

your support and cooperation this school 

year.  We have been lucky to have such a 

great group of students and you should 

be proud of their accomplishments.  We 

are confident that they will continue to be 

successful in and out of the classroom 

next year and the years to come.  Have a 

fun, relaxing and safe summer! 

 

 

 

Team Owl Teachers 
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   NEWS FROM THE ROOS  

  

 All students took the Ohio Achievement Assessments in math and reading on April 19 and 20.  

The students worked very hard on preparation for these tests, and we are hoping their scores will reflect 

their hard work. 

 With the arrival of spring and not much time until summer, students will be working on some 

new projects and activities in their core classrooms.  For instance, in social studies, Roo students will 

conclude the year with the Age of Discovery.  Students will learn about various new discoveries and ex-

plorations by researching various scientists and explorers for the social studies portion of their Multi-

Genre research project.  This unit introduces new land, crops and goods to Europe with the exploration 

and colonization of the New World.  

In the final nine weeks of school, students in science will be completing their study of organisms 

by exploring genetics and heredity.  Students will be learning about DNA, proteins, traits, and the prob-

ability that goes into looking like your parents (or not).  We will be examining traits of humans, as well 

as those of other organisms.  Students will learn to predict possible outcomes using Punnett 

Squares.  Students will also research genetic disorders, and discuss current topics having to do with ge-

netics.  Students will also be exploring the world of fossils and describing adaptations of organisms we 

have already studied in detail.  
  Mr. Yeager’s math classes will complete the school year working with the concepts of 
probability, and measures of central tendency (mean, median, and mode). The classes will also 
explore various methods of displaying data, via stem-and-leaf plots and box-and-whisker plots. 
A fourth quarter assessment will be given, in addition to a comprehensive final exam to finish 
the year. 

 

 Students are busy with the written report portion of the research project for social stud-
ies.  All Roos must produce a typed report on a scientist or explorer they have chosen.  In Lan-
guage Arts, we are working on creating a thesis statement about our report topic, researching 
information in an outline format and developing the gathered information into paragraphs that 
support that thesis idea.  That major paper is due on May 14

th
 along with the other genre pro-

jects outlined in the social studies part of their grade.  After the research is finished, we will fin-
ish out the year with Word Wisdom, the remaining parts of speech and a short unit on poetry. 

 

 The year has flown by very quickly.  We have enjoyed working with your children, and 
we hope they have enjoyed their first year in the middle school.. 

 

  


