
being individually assessed 
for skills in reading and 
math.  Students who do 
not meet the grade level 
benchmarks will receive 
intervention to promote 
progress.  
 

Back To School 
Forms are Due.  In 

case of emergency it is 
vital that we have emer-
gency information for 
your child! You may 
download these forms di-
rectly from the district 
home page: http://
www.nordoniaschools.org
/district/forms.aspx 
 
If you do not have internet 
access to print them out,  
please contact Paula Ma-
lyuk or Pat Lupica at 
330.467.0581.  
 
Lastly, this newsletter is 
for you, our parents. 
Please feel free to send 
me your ideas or sugges-
tions for making it most 
meaningful for you. 
 
Yours for an excellent 
education, 
 

Jacqueline O’Connor 

Rushwood Families, 
 
I want to personally thank 
each of you for attending 
Open House. The atten-
dance rate  approached 
97%! I truly enjoyed meet-
ing many of you and your 
children and look forward 
to meeting many more of 
you throughout the year. 
What a wonderful start to 
the year we’ve had! 
 
 Curriculum Coffees     
were held by grade levels 
the week of August 31-
Sept. 4. The feedback re-
ceived from parents able 
to attend was positive. 
During these presenta-
tions, parents learned 
about procedures, policies 
and curriculum from the 
team of grade level teach-
ers.  The teacher presen-
tations are posted on the 
Rushwood website for any-
one who was unable to 
attend.  While the Curricu-
lum Coffees were pre-
sented to our parents, Mr. 
Galbreath, our school 
counselor, and I met with 
the students and reviewed 
our new school-wide posi-
tive behavioral system, 
which we refer to as PUBS. 
(Positive Unified Behav-
ioral Supports).   Each stu-
dent is bringing home a 
calendar, or R.O.C (Record 
of Conduct) for nightly 
parental review. On the 

reverse of the R.O.C. is a 
place for notes between 
you, the parent, and your 
child’s teacher.  
 

Rushwood students and 

staff practiced fire safety, 

tornado, and lock-down 

procedures during the first 

week of school.  In case of 

an emergency, students 

are prepared to respond 

according to school plans. 

We will be conducting our 

first practice fire drills 

later this month. 

 

We celebrate Rushwood’s 
excellent rating from the 
state for the fourth year in 
a row!  This is a tribute to 
our teachers, our stu-
dents, and of course to 
you, our parents, for im-
pressing upon your child 
the importance of achieve-
ment in school.  
 
While your students stayed 
home on September 8, the 
teachers participated in 
professional development 
and learned a variety of 
technology skills. We are 
excited to begin utilizing 
some of the new strate-
gies, including mimio’s, 
through direct instruction 
in the classroom. 
 
AIMS web assessments are 
underway.  Each child is 
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Fourth Grade Welcomes 

Teacher… 
Mrs. Harrell, Mrs. Ramsay, and Mrs. Steurer are happy to welcome Ms. 

Regula to our fourth grade team. She brings with her several years of experi-

ence, great teaching strategies, and enthusiasm for our fourth graders! 

 

We hope you have heard about our Metric Olympics in science. Students are 

participating in several events to practice using tape measures, graduated cylin-

ders, and scales; tools that will be used all year in science class. 

 

Time lines of important school events have occurred since kindergarten have 

been constructed in social studies. It is interesting to hear what memories they 

have of their primary years! 

 

Please check your busy schedules to see when you can volunteer in Cluster D!   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. Harrell, Mrs. Ramsay, Mrs. Steurer, Ms. Regula 

 

“Individual  

Student 

Learning and 

Achievement 

is our Core 

Business” 

PTA Spirit Night at Chick-fil-A 
 

Please join us On Thursday, September 17th, between the hours of 4:30 to 

7:00pm., at the Chick-fil-A of Macedonia. 

 

Rushwood PTA will earn 15% of each order when you bring in your invita-

tion. Please see the PTA newsletter to secure your invitation for the discount. 

If you did not receive your newsletter, please go to the PTA website at:   

 

www.nordoniaschools.org/Rushwood/PTA.aspx 

 

 (Mrs. O’Connor has even offered to wear the cow costume! ) 

Fall Assessment for Giftedness... 
 

In compliance with HB 282 all districts must screen for giftedness. The fall 

assessment session includes screening in superior cognitive and specific 

academic areas. If you are interested in having your child assessed for 

gifted identification, contact Sharon Pasternak  in the Pupil Services Dept. 

by October 15th. 

 

Sharon.pasternak@nordoniaschools.org 

 

 330-908-6224 

http://www.nordoniaschools.org/Rushwood/PTA.aspx
mailto:Sharon.pasternak@nordoniaschools.org


Dealing with Mean Girls: Parenting Tools 
to Develop Healthy Friendships 
 
Date: Monday September 14, 2009 Location: Nordonia Hills Library, 6:30-8:00 PM Register: 
(330) 467-8595 (no charge) Presenter: Susan Fee, Licensed Professional Counselor  

 

 Description: 
 
 As the saying goes, “Sticks and stones may break my bones but words can never hurt me.”  But, in 
the case of young girls, mean words really can hurt.  It’s especially painful when those words are 
from your daughter’s former best friend!  Welcome to the world of mean girls where snide remarks, 
dirty looks, online attacks, and social isolation are used to establish social hierarchy. 
 
 This type of behavior is known as relational aggression and was highlighted in the 2004 movie 
Mean Girls.  It can start as young as four years old and intensifies during adolescence.  In this inter-
active seminar, participants will learn: 
 
 Why and how relational aggression occurs 
 Signs of relational aggression 
 Role of cliques 
 Coping strategies for young girls 
 Specific parenting techniques to address the issues of bullies, victims, and  bystanders     
 
 

 

Rushwood Elementary School Green Newsletter 
 

Our goal is to send the school newsletter to you by your preferred method of communication. Paperless is 
great because it is good for the environment and more cost efficient for our school.   You may Email your re-
sponse to: Paula Malyuk@nordoniaschools.org  OR you may return this slip to school with your child. 
 
 
Family Name             

 

Youngest Child’s name:            

 

Teacher Name:             

 

 

 

Please check one: 

  

    Please send the newsletter home with my youngest child. 

 

    Send the newsletter electronically to:                

    (ONLY complete if this if you haven’t done so already) 

 

Thanks for your help! 

mailto:paula.malyuk@nordoniaschools.org
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“Individual  

Student 

Learning and 

Achievement 

is our Core 

Business” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 
News from the Cafeteria 
Welcome to the start of an 
exciting new school year.  
The experienced staff of the 
cafeteria is ready to feed 
your students a nutritious 
breakfast and lunch. 

The cafeteria offers a variety 
of lunches every day.  We 
have a Main Entrée, along 
with the choice of a Chef’s 
Salad with meat and cheese 
in separate cups, a Hot Dog 
on bun (Mon, Wed, Fri 
only) or a Peanut Butter and 
Jelly Sandwich.  All lunches 
come with Fruit and Vegeta-
ble, some sort of Dessert 
item, and choice of Milk.  
Your child may refuse up to 
two items if they choose.  
We encourage the students 
to try new foods to broaden 
their tastes, but we never 
make a child eat anything 
they don’t want to. 

The kitchen offers a 4 ounce 
cup of soup for $.50.  It 
does not have to be ordered 

in advance.  The children 
may purchase it when they 
come through the lunch 
line.  Those who pack their 
lunch may come up after the 
buyers have gone through 
the line and buy soup if they 
choose. 

Our School District policy is 
a child must pay for their 
lunch every day.  This may 
be done with cash or off 
their account.  If a child 
forgets his/her lunch 
money, we will give them 
the lunch they have ordered.  
After three days, without 
money, your child will be 
given either a peanut butter 
sandwich with a carton of 
milk, or a cheese sandwich 
with a carton of milk. 
Since the introduction of 
our new computer register, 
our prepaid lunches have 
become quite the thing to 
do.  Parents may pre-pay 
your child’s lunch.  You may 
purchase lunches in advance 
by prepaying in the cafeteria.  
It helps the lines to move 
faster.  For those occasional 

lunch buyers this works too.  
You are purchasing lunches 
and not days.  The student’s 
account will carry over from 
year to year, school to 
school, until they use it up.  
It may be added to at any 
time. 
We offer pay from home 
through credit/debit cards.  
You may go to 
www.myschoolaccount.com 
and log in using your stu-
dents ID.    
Parents are always welcome 
and invited to come to 
lunch at any time.  We ask 
that you call the cafeteria 
before 9:15 to reserve a 
lunch for you.  We only 
prepare a limited amount of 
food each day to prevent 
waste. 
If at any time you have a 
question about anything in 
the cafeteria, please call Mrs. 
McKenzie at 330-908-6501. 
 
Have a great and successful 
school year. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. McKenzie (Mrs. Mac), 
Cafeteria Manager   

R U S H W O O D ’ S  R E F L E C T I O N S  

   Prices:            
               Breakfast    $1.50   Lunch    $2.35 
 Milk for packers   $.50   Adults  $3.00 

Smile, it’s Picture Day!!! 

 

Don’t forget to mark your calendar—

September 25th 

http://www.myschoolaccount.com


Art Teacher, Mr. Culley, Welcomes All! 
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Hi my name is Joe Culley, 
your child’s art teacher.  
Sometime this school year 
expect a phone call from me 
letting you know how fantas-
tic your child is doing in my 
class.  
Art class is about exploration 
of materials, history, math, 
science, writing, music, physi-
cal movement, how we de-
fine beauty and anything else 
I can think of throwing into an 

art lesson. I just love 
teaching people about 
unique ways we can see, 
question and interpret the 
world we live in.  
I’ve been teaching art at 
Rushwood for 20 years, 
counting this year…YIKES! 
And each year brings many 
new challenges, which I 
love, because the creative 
process is all about solving 
some sort of problem.  

My class is open for spontaneous vis-
its. I’d love to meet as many of you as 
I’m able, so if you stop by I’ll buy you 
a coffee, soda, tea or other! If you 
happen to have any odds and ends 
you think would be great for artistic 
creation that you’d be otherwise 
tossing out, give me a call and I’ll see 
if I can use it. Interested in coming in 
once a month to help with projects or 
installing shows? Let me know and 
we’ll get it on the calendar. (330) 467
-0581   Thanks, Mr. Culley 

Parent Mentor Program  

 A Parent Mentor is the parent of a child with a disability employed to help school districts and families by providing 
training, support, and information services.  Kitty Boylan is the parent mentor for the Nordonia School District.  You can 
reach the parent mentor office by phone at 330-908-6219 or email at parent.mentors@nordoniaschools.org.   
Ohio Parent Mentor projects are funded through grants from the Ohio Department of Education (ODE). 
 
Some of the services provided by the parent mentor include guiding parents through the special education process in-
cluding rights and responsibilities, listening and providing support to families and staff, providing information and re-
sources, attending IEP and other meetings when requested and conducting information sessions and workshops.  Parents 
of typical students are welcome to contact the parent mentor office with questions or concerns. 
 
The parent mentor project has established a wonderful resource library for parents and staff.  There are many books 
for children, teens, books on parenting and specific disabilities including LD and ADHD.  There is a collection of books in 
each building office that are waiting to be borrowed!  For a complete book list contact the parent mentor office or visit 
the parent mentor page on the district web site under pupil services. 
 

NORTHERN SUMMIT COUNTY  
PARENT MENTOR INFORMATIONAL SERIES  

September 29, 2009  
IEP Updates and New Forms 
training for Parents  
Presented by:  Karen Ma-
jeski, PhD, Director - State 
Support Team 8 
 
October 13, 2009 
Behavior Interventions at 
Home and at School  
Presented by: Kierston John-
son, Milestones Organization 

November 10, 2009  
What you need to know 
about Guardianship, Special 
Needs Planning & Trusts 
Presented by:  Attorney Bar-
bara J. Weinschenk 
 
January 12, 2010 
Settle & Support Class– Re-
laxation & Stress Relief, Find-
ing Peace amongst the Chaos! 
Presented by:  Gary Peterson, 
RCST - Star Institute 

February 23, 2010 
Services provided by County 
of Summit Developmental 
Disabilities Board; intake 
process, timelines, transition, 
family services, etc.  
Presented by:  Jill Boxler & 
Greg Coriale, Service Ad-
ministration  
Children, Local Tutoring Ser-
vices 

March 9, 2010 
What are we going to do in 
the Summer?   
Presented by: Agencies and 
Camps for Special Needs 
 
Place:  RBC Middle School 
Library, 10270 Ravenna Rd., 
Twinsburg 
Time:    6:30pm – 8:30pm 
To register: Call  
 
 Kitty Boylan  330-908-6219    





to refer your readers to any other 

forms of communication that you’ve 

created for your organization. 

You can also use this space to remind 

readers to mark their calendars for a 

regular event, such as a breakfast 

meeting for vendors every third 

Tuesday of the month, or a biannual 

charity auction. 

If space is available, this is a good 

place to insert a clip art image or 

some other graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and 

mailed, this story will appear on the 

back. So, it’s a good idea to make it 

easy to read at a glance. 

A question and answer session is a 

good way to quickly capture the at-

tention of readers. You can either 

compile questions that you’ve re-

ceived since the last edition or you 

can summarize some generic ques-

tions that are frequently asked about 

your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of manag-

ers in your organization is a good way 

to give your newsletter a personal 

touch. If your organization is small, 

you may want to list the names of all 

employees. 

If you have any prices of standard 

products or services, you can include 

a listing of those here. You may want 
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This would be a good place to insert a short 

paragraph about your organization. It might 

include the purpose of the organization, its mis-

sion, founding date, and a brief history. You 

could also include a brief list of the types of 

products, services, or programs your organiza-

tion offers, the geographic area covered (for 

example, western U.S. or European markets), 

and a profile of the types of customers or 

members served.  

It would also be useful to include a contact 

name for readers who want more information 

about the organization. 
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Back Page Story Headline 
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Caption describing picture or 
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We’re on the Web! 

example.com 


